£2m PRICE TAG WILL ALSO HELP 11 OTHER COUNCILS 



BIG CITY SELL-OFF 
TO RAISE MONEY 
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A FULL-SCALE fraud 



set up by a convicted 



GLASGOW City Council has I 



d a prime property sell- r 
off to raise millions of pn |in(| « 



By JIM McLEAN 



The sale of one of the buildings However, the ensuing staff reshuffle 
will mean administrative staff at is good news for Centenary House, the 
the council's Roads Department former Co-op building in Morrison 
being moved - reducing the embar- Street bought by city developer Alfred 
rassment over a half-empty build- Marco for £2.8m. 
ing the council has rented for 18 Moved 
months at £816,000 a year. The Evening Times can reveal the 

Glasgow, facing cuts of £80million in council has been paying £816,000 a year 
next year's budget, aims to raise money rent since agreeing a 20-year lease in 
by selling city centre assets previously September 1995. 

owned by Strathclyde Region. . Now Roads Department staff will be 

An "offers over £2 million" price tag moved to work from the building, join- 
has already been put on Clive House in ing social workers who already operate 
India Street, near Charing Cross, with from there - but this will STILL 
more buildings to follow. leave one floor of the four-storey 

i Centenary House empty. 

Next in line for sell-off is 
likely to be the former 
Guardian Royal Exchange 
Assurance building in St 
Vincent Street, also previ- 
ously owned by Strath- 
clyde Regional Council. 

But not all the money 
from Glasgow's sell-off 
will go towards easing the 
city's financial crisis. 

Split 

Council leaders pTSft'W 
share the profits between 
the 11 other former local 
authorities which formed 
Strathclyde Region, PLUS 
the police, water and fire 
authorities. 

If the Clive House sale 
nets enough, an agree- 
ment gives the first £lm 
to the other authorities. 

The next film is for 
Glasgow, and 50 per cent 
of anything over £2m is for 
Glasgow, with the remain- 
der split among the others. 




Clive House, previous- 
ly the offices for the city's 
Housing Department, 
then Social Work and 
Roads, and finally Social 
Work, is the first building 
for sale because of its 
prime location. 

Planning permission 
has been given for an ad- 
joining building in India 
Street owned by Customs 
and Excise. 

Developers see this 
area as one of the most 
attractive, with premium 
office space and excellent 
motorway connections. 

Rodger McConnell, 
director of Glasgow's 
Property Services, said: 
"We hope to get a couple 
of million for it." 



Fergie in news deal 



THE Duchess of York is to write a 
syndicated newspaper column as 
part of a deal said to be worth 
£100,000 a year. 

Fergie will write for the New York 
Times Syndicate, the world's largest 
syndication service, which has more 
than 2,000 outlets, it was reported 
today. 

But her column is unlikely to be 
published in Britain because she is 
anxious to avoid upsetting the 
Queen. The duchess will "comment 
,s and social issues great and 



small from the perspective of her life 
unfolding on a global stage", 
according to the syndicate president, 
Karl Horwitz. 

She will write about "matters 
close to her heart, particularly caus- 
es related to children" and occasion- 
ally answer readers' questions. 

Earlier this year, Fer 
announced that her various j 
have helped her clear a £4.3 mil 
overdraft in four months. 
FERGIE FIGHTS THE FLAB - Pa? 
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Move defies order 
from Labour HQ 

GLASGOW councillors have voted to defy 
the Labour Party by planning their own 
investigation into the 'votes for trips' row. 

However, the move is in direct opposition to 
Scottish Labour Party secretary Jack 
McConnell, who warned the city Labour group 
to leave the party itself to investigate. 

Meanwhile, it emerged that Glasgow had approved a 
£7500 trade mission to its Russian twin Rostov-on-Don. 

But, unusually, no councillors will be going, eco- 
nomic development convenor Susan Baird said today. 

Although the council is leading the 'mini' trade mis- 
sion this spring elected 



members will stay at 
home. 

The concession is un- 
likely to alter the course 
of the National Executive 
Committee inquiry into 
allegations by city leader 
Bob Gould that some 
councillors had tried to 
trade their vote for trips 
to conferences in the UK. 

Confident 

Group convener coun- 
cillor Jean McFadden said 
she was confident an 
independent inquiry - 
perhaps handled by the 
Accounts Commission, 
the local authority spend- 
ing regulator - would find 
the allegations to be 
unfounded. 

She said that Labour 
group members were 
unhappy they might have 
to wait until after a May 
General Election before 



| By VIC RODRICK | 

the allegations were 
refuted. 

There were also fears 
that a Labour Party inves- 
tigation would be seen 
as biased in favour of 
party interests. 

The move infuriated Mr 
McConnell, who warned 
that councillors would 
have to answer for their 
actions if lp of Council 
Tax payers' money was 
spent on "an unneccesary 
stunt." 



He said "The Labour 
inquiry is already under 
way and will be thorough. 

"In the meantime, 
Glasgow councillors 
should get on with 
running the council 
properly." 

•Voice of the Times 
- Page 8 




FIGHT THE CUTS... the angry crowd at the community meeting 



Fury over Lally s Alley 



FROM PAGE 1 

that the cuts were in rev- 
enue budgets, while the 
bowling centre was 
urban aid capital expen- 
diture. 

However, Scottish 
Office officials pointed 
out: "Urban Aid money 
is donated to a particular 
area. In this case all deci- 
sions about Castlemilk's 
funding are taken at 
local level, by Castle- 
milk Partnership and by 
Glasgow City Council." 

Threat 

Last night more than 
300 angry residents, 
union reps and commu- 
nity activists rallied 
together to blast the cuts 
in Urban Aid funding, 
from £4.4m to £2.4m in 
two years. 

Projects under threat 
include Support to 
Alcohol Affected Fam- 
ines Project, the Sports 
Forum and St Martin's 
Extended Day Care 
Nursery. 

Protesters accuse 




JOHN KINLOCH 



Provost Lally of promot- 
ing the alley at their 
expense. Glasgow City 
Council proposed and 
agreed the alley. Pat Lally 
is chairman of its Castle- 
milk sub-committee. 

But Castlemilk Part- 
nership threw out the 
proposal two years ago 
because they regarded it 
as a lower priority than 
other ventures. 

Pat Bonar, a communi- 
ty rep on the group, said 



today: "The bowling pro- 
ject is regarded as Pat 
Lally's baby. This is a 
matter we will be raising 
with the council leaders 
in the City Chambers. 

"The funding for the 
bowling project has been 
pushed through by the 
council - we haven't had 
much of a say in it all." 

Feelings also ran high 
at last night's meeting. 

Urban aid worker Ann 
Henderson said: "The 
capital money of £700,000 
this year and £700,000 
next year is being put 
aside for what? This adds 
up to £1.4m. Is it just a 
coincidence that the 
money that has been pro- 
posed for the indoor bowl- 
ing green is about £1.3m?" 

One activist, heart 
specialist John 
Kinloch, has written to 
Tony Blair warning: "I am 
drawing your attention to 
these proposed cuts 
because the party nation- 
ally will suffer for the 
mindless actions of the 
party in George Square." 



But Provost Lally today 
said the rules mean the 
cash could not be used to 
save threatened projects. 

He maintained it could 
only be spent on a new 
capital project like the 
bowling centre. 



And if the bowling cen- 
tre was not built, they 
could lose the money. 

He added: "This was 
approved by the commu- 
nity reps and Castlemilk 
sub committee last 
October and the funding is 
available within the cur- 
rent year's programme. 
The indoor bowling centre 
will not be a drain on next 
year's revenue. 

"It is not taking the 
place of anything else or 
competing with anything 
else. This is a piece of non- 
sense." 

The campaigners now 
intend to lobby a meeting 
of the Castlemilk 
Partnership tomorrow 
where the cuts will be dis- 
cussed. 



They had planned to 
stay in the Windy Nook 
district of Gateshead on 
Tyneside, but those hopes 
have been dashed. 

It has emerged that last 
week they left to start a 
new life in a small 
Worcestershire village. 

The family's close 
friend, neighbour Linda 
Boffey, said: "They could 
not stand the aggro any 
more." 



death quiz 

POLICE were today con- 
tinuing to question a man 
arrested in connection 
with the murder of school- 
girl Billie-Jo Jenkins. 

The 44-year-old suspect, 
from Hastings, East 
Sussex, was detained as 
detectives released details 
of a scar-faced man they 
wanted to talk to about 
claims that Billie-Jo (13) 
was being stalked. 

It has also been 
revealed that the school- 
girl, who was bludgeoned 
to death at her foster par- 
ents' home in Hastings, 
had claimed she was being 
stalked two years ago. 



at football 

A GERMAN businessman 
collapsed and died play- 
ing in a football match in 
an Ayrshire town. 

The tragedy happened 
last night shortly after a 
group of businessmen 
toured a giant paper mill 
at Irvine. 

They left the plant and 
went to neighbouring 
Kilwinning for a friendly 
five-a-side football match. 

But one of the players, a 
56-year-old German, col- 
lapsed clutching his 
chest. 

He was taken to 
Crosshouse Hospital, 
Kilmarnock, but was 
dead on arrival. He is 
thought to have had a 
heart attack. 



OjLLLs^Bestin 
— Town 




16 TUBE 

DOUBLE CANOPIES 

' * TWO WEEKS FOR JUSTE26 1 
THREE WEEKS FOR JUSTE30 



8 TUBE 

4 WEEKS £26/ 6 WEEKS C3Q 



Ask about our FREE Mobile Phone Offer 



Ol 41 -429 6553 



mm \ viiii 



SHOWERS, GALE FORCE WINDS 



TONIGHT: Clear intervals and showers, 
some wintry, but becoming dry later. Strong 
southwest winds moderating. Minimum 
temperature 1°C (34°F). 

TOMORROW: Dry and bright in the east at 
first, but rain moving into the west, spreading 
across all parts. Strong southeast then south- 
west winds. Maximum temperature 7°C (45°F). 
OUTLOOK FOR WEDNESDAY: Showers or 
longer spells of rain, some heavy. Strong 
westerly winds and normal temperatures. 
ENGLAND TOMORROW: Showers or longer 
spells of rain, some heavy. Very windy. 
HIGH TIDE AT GREENOCK: 10.43pm. 
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Dunblane 
school 

to close 
durin o 
hour of 
horror 



DUNBLANE Primary School 



n the first 
anniversary of the mas- 
sacre, education chiefs said 



The late start on March 13 
will mean pupils don't need to 
be in school at the fateful hour 
- 9.30 am - when gunman 
Thomas Hamilton shot dead 
16 children and teacher Gwen 
Mayor. 

Grieve 

Bereaved families will also 
be able to visit the temporary 
memorial garden in the school 
grounds, which marks the site 
of the gym, demolished short- 
ly after the tragedy. 

But Stirling Council accepts 
some children may be kept at 
home that day as townsfolk 
deal with painful memories. 

Locals have pleaded to be 
allowed to grieve in peace on 
March 13. The media will not 
be allowed in to either the pri- 
mary school or Dunblane 
cemetery on that day. 




1 Lord Provost's 0.3m bowls plan blasted 


GLASGOW Lord Provost Pat 
Lally is today at the centre 
of a furious row over the 
axing of vital Castlemilk 
community projects in 
favour of a bowling centre. 
I More than 40 jobs and 50 


By LORRAINE HERBISON 

nursery places are being 
chopped to save £700,000 a 
year from Castlemilk's 
Urban Aid allocation. 
Incensed community workers 


claim the cuts in the next two 
years will be used to fund "Lally's 
Alley" - a £1.3million indoor bowl- 
ing centre - on Castlemilk Drive 
and Dougrie Road. 

One high-profile activist has 
written to Tony Blair asking him 
to investigate the situation. 

But today Provost Lally claimed 
TURN TO PAGE 2 
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STRATHCLYDE 
CERAMICS 

NURSERY STREET, GLASGOW. Tel: 0141-423 2445 

(Opposite McDonalds Drive-Thru, Poflokshaws Road) 
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NEW LABOUR - NEW SCOTLAND 



Thursday, May 1, 1 



DECISION DAY: As Britain goes to the polls, one boy tells ho\ 



£12m says 
Tories face 
a tanking 



THE Tories face a real 
hammering in Scotland 
according to some real poll 
experts - the bookies! 

Punters have staked an 
incredible £12MILLI0N in 
election bets. 

Odds being offered on a totally 
Tory-free Scotland are now just 7-1, 
halved from last week's 14-1. 

Bookies reckon Scots Secretary 
Michael Forsyth and 
President of the Board 
of Trade Ian Lang are 
the red-hot favourites 
for the chop. 

Labour's Anne 
McGirire is 6-1 ON to 



J Stirling, the same 

odds as the SNP are to 

kick out Lang, 
i Foreign Secretary 
I Malcolm Rifkind and 
| Lord James Douglas 

Hamilton may also be 

The Edinburgh 
Pentlands and 
Edinburgh West MPs 

| favourites to hold on to what were 
! once safe seats, while in Ayr Phil 
j Gallie is such a dead cert to lose, 
I bookies aren't taking bets. 
I When it comes to predicting dec- 

tion results, bookies are regarded by 
I many as even more reliable than 

pollsters - because their livelihood 

depends on it. 
j If William Hill's election experts 

are right, Major's bungling party are 

set to disappear into a sea of red. 
They could be be left with just 
| THREE of Scotland's 72 seats. 
"I don't think there will be a 



6 I don't 
think there 
will be a lot 
of blue on 
the map of 
Scotland 9 



lot of blue on the Scottish map this 
time tomorrow," said Hill's 
political expert, David Brown. 

"A lot of people expected the 
Tories' chances to improve in the 
week before the election. 

"But in Scotland, at least, things 
are looking even grimmer forthem." 

Election betting has taken off 
across the UK and is set to break all 
previous records. 

being placed on 
individual seats and 
on the size of the 
winning majority. 

But William Hill 
are refusing further 



We cut 
their odds from 1-9 
to 1-12, but now the 
book's closed." 

Odds of the Tories 
being the biggest 
single party are being offered at 6-1 
and 10-1 to win an overall majority. 

Odds on other Scots marginals 
include - Aberdeen South: Lab 2-5, 
Con 7-4,Lib-Dem 8-1, SNP 100-1; 
Dumfries: Con 1-2, Lab 11-8, SNP 33- 
1, Lib-Dem 50-l;GlasgowGovan: Lab 
2-9, SNP 11-4, Con 100-1, Lib-Dem 
200-1; Gordon: Lib-Dem 2-5, Con 74, 
SNP 8-1, Lab 66-1 ; Ochil: Lab 5-6, SNP 
5-6, Con 33-1, Lib-Dem 100-1; 
Tayside North: SNP 1-4, Con 
5-2, Lab 66-1, Lib-Dem 
100-1. 




to vote, but 
old enough 
to dream. Ryan 
Cassidy was 15 yester- 
day, and he wants to 
be a lawyer - just like 
his heroTony Blair. 

But he doesn't have any of the 
privileges the Labour leader 
had when he set out to follow 
his dream. 

This youngster was born into 
poverty in a council flat in 
Glasgow's sprawling Casdemilk. 

Years of Tory contempt for Scotland 
have created a huge pocket of misery 
where the have-nots seldom dare to 
dream. 

BUT NOT RYAN. 

Out of the mire, he has emerged a 
tenacious, clever young man - as 
capable and committed as any 
privately educated teenager. 

Yesterday, the Record took him to 
meet his hero on a whistle-stop visit to 
Dumfries. 

And the man who will be Prime 
Minister by tomorrow made a pledge 
to the Glasgow lad. 

With his arm around the boy's shoul- 
der, Tony Blair, who visited Castlemilk 
three years ago, told Ryan: 

"Things will be different for you and 
others like you. 

"We will build a country where every- 
one will have a chance - not just the 
few." 

It was a moment that gave hope to the 
teenager raised in Europe's biggest 
housing scheme where too many 
youngsters have been swallowed up in a 
sub-culture of drugs and crime. 

After meeting Blair, an inspired Ryan 
said: "I am more determined than ever. I 
was very nervous meeting Mr Blair at 
first, but he made me feel really relaxed, 
and I feel I can trust him to deliver what 
he says he'll deliver." 

Spirit 

Ryan's determination and spirit stand 
in defiance against the Tory cynics who 
wouldn't give the likes of Ryan the time of 
day. 

He has taken his dream of being a 
lawyer home with him every day from the 
crumbling secondary school to his bed- 
room where he studies and works 
towards his goal. 

Outside, drink and drugs may blot out 
the despair of poverty and 
unemployment for some. 

But in Ryan's tiny bedroom 
education is his escape route. 




TONY 





By ANNA SMITH 
Chief Reporter 



i Marga 
single parent, has done 
her best to steer Ryan 
away from the drugs 
and crime ravaging 
the area. 
But on £72-a- 
fe» week benefit they 
live well below the 
poverty line. Ryan's free 
school lunch is his main meal of 
the day. There is no pocket 
money and no luxuries. 
In Castlemilk, where most 
have ceased to dream, 
oungsters are not expected 
to aspire to become lawyers. 

Indeed some may scoff at 
I Ryan's ambition. 

But they are wrong. 
Still in third year, he 
is walked away with 
mours in English, 
History, Geography and 
Modern Studies. 
His teachers in the run- 
down St Margaret Mary's 
dary, with its dilapi- 



dated walls and leaking roof, 
are delighted with his 
progress. 

Ryan is living proof that out 
of deprivation can come pride, 
honesty and the will to 
succeed. 

A Labour government 
committed to "education, edu- 
cation and education", may 
find that there are lots of 
Ryans in areas where the 
people are written off as no- 

Chance 

All he asks is that he and 
others like him are given a 
chance to follow their dreams. 

Ryan added: "People tend to 
attach some kind of stigma to 
you if you come from a pla> 



Don't let Hi 



like Ca 



lilk. But i 



shouldn't be like that. 

"Lots of people there have 
ambitions and I am going to be 
one of them who proves things 
can be different." 



61 WASN'T born 
when Margaret 
Thatcher's 
Conservative 
government first came 
to power. But as I have 
grown up I have seen 
our health and educa- 
tion systems plundered 
of vital resources. 

I have seen senior citi- 
zens, low wage earners 
and the unemployed 
reduced to a state of 
meagre existence. 

I have seen my own 
mother, who has a health 
problem, wait for months to 
be treated in hospital. 

Stripped of our stelf- 
esteem, our dignity and, for 
many, even stripped of the 
necessities of life. But the 
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COMMUNITY protest- 
ers in Pollok have 
become the latest 
group to stage a sit-in 
at a community hall 
facing closure. 

Sit-ins are being 
staged across the city 
as community activists 
vow to fight the threat- 
ened closures caused 
by council cuts. 

They have been 
encouraged by the 
Save our Services cam- 
paign which was set up 
last year by the 
Scottish Socialist 
Alliance. 

Closure 

This time supporters 
of Ladymuir communi- 
ty hall take a stand* 

Management com- 
mittee chairman 
George McNeilage said 
they would stay there 
as long as they had to, 
to prevent the closure 
from going ahead. 

And he vowed they 
would not allow the 
council to get in and 
take equipment away. 

Protesters slept in 
the hall overnight fol- 
lowing a public meet- 
ing to discuss the situ- 
ation. 
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OCCUPIED ... the scene of the angry sit-in 

Protesters 
stage sit-in 
at centre 

DEFIANT Easternouse residents occupied their 
threatened community education centre today 
and pledged: "We shall not be moved." 

The centre, which is used by 28 groups, is due to 
close tomorrow as part of the Glasgow City Council's 
massive cost-cutting programme. 

But local families have moved in and say they will 
stay until council chiefs do a U-turn. Closure of the 
centre in Shandwick Street, which has been running 
for more than 20 years, 



will save around £57,000. 

Activists leading the 
occupation, who refused 
to give their full names 
for fear of legal action 
from the council, 
slammed Labour leaders. 



By JIM GOUGH 



Frances said: "We are 
disgusted by the actions 
of the council. 

"They should resign or 
resist the cuts from 
Central Government. 
They have betrayed our 
community. 

"After May 1st there is 
likely to be a Labour Gov- 
ernment with George 
Robertson in the Scottish 
Office. 



"He could change fund- 
ing priorites." 

Diane added: "We 
don't know how the 
council can justify clo- 
sure. 

"There is nowhere else 
for the groups to go." 

A Glasgow City 
Council spokesman said: 
"We understand resi- 
dents' anger but we have 
been forced into this by 
the Government." 

He said councillors 
will meet the protestors 
and will explore other 
means of funding the 
centre. 



Page 16 THURSDAY MARCH 27th. 1997 



Mob Rule or Direct Action ■ 
A Reply to The City Council 

Two weeks ago there was a protest at the City Cham- 
bers and an attempt to stop Glasgow Councillors from 
voting for a cuts budget. A number of Councillors com- 
plained of intimidation by the protestors. The Indepen- 
dent received the following letter from one of the 
groups involved. 



Dear Sir, 

I am the secretary of the East End 
Campaign Against the Cuts which consists of 
many elderly and disabled non-party consti- 
tuted organisations who are affiliated to Save 
Our Services Campaign. 

We proudly assisted in getting the community 
groups to occupy the City Chambers the night 
before and we made several statements to the 
press and media during and after the historic 
scenes of Red Monday, March 10 1997. 
Knowing how thorough journalists are, not 
once in these interviews were we questioned 
about violence and if there was, many groups 
such as Equality All For One, Parents For The 
Mentally Handicapped East End and The Pen- 
sioner Action Group would have withdrawn 
their support immediately. 
In all the television coverage and newspaper 
photos there is not one recording of people 
kicking or spitting on members of staff or coun- 
cillors or haranguing pregnant women as de- 
scribed by the Depute Lord Provost, Alex 
Mosson. Where is his evidence? 
I find Councillor Alex Mosson' s shameful re- 
marks to the press and media about allegedly 
picket line violence is totally inaccurate and of- 
fensively ignorant regards direct action taken 
by community groups and supported by Uni- 
son members. Not once has he or Pat Lally of 
Bob Gould in their television interviews find it 
in their hearts to relate or understand the anger 
of their citizens. For centuries direct action is a 



tactic that has brought real change in policies 
for people and is used as a last resort by groups 
when all other democratic means fails. In this 
case central government has forced unfair and 
damaging cuts in jobs and services, frontline 
services are now below the minimum standard 
required by law and the council are seen to be 
implementing them. They are flying against 
their own manifesto promises of no cuts in ser- 
vices and no compulsory redundancies. 
Direct action is non-violent at all times by the 
participants. Of course there was angry scenes 
but no more than that especially when its about 
-services and jobs being lost. If it at anytime had 
escalated into what Councillor Mosson de- 
scribes", I am confident that our police would 
have sorted it out immediately. 
The real truth is that it is Bailtie Mosson and 
his cronies who are cynically spitting on our 
communities and all of them should resign. It 
can be construed that they are manipulating 
the police to turn against protesters at future 
demonstrations. It is clear that many of these 
councillors don't feel accountable. 
It is an outrageous malicious statement that like 
his news views lack facts and conviction and 
when and when the history books judge the oc- 
cupation and siege of the city Chambers, he 
and his other gutless comrades will be seen as 
the red clydeside councillors who turned yel- 
low. 

Larry Nugent , 

Secretary East End Campaign Against the Cuts. 
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PERSPECTIVE 



Voting 
with 
their 
feet 
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| Y ANY measure, Brian 
[Biggins and Phil 
I McPhee are intensely 
— 'political animals. 
Brian's record of political activ- 
ity dates back to the era when 
Clement Attlee occupied No 10. 
But the Glasgow-based duo 
haven't the slightest intention 
of entering a polling booth dur- 
ing the 1997 General Election. 
They will, however, campaign 
flat out during the election 
period — urging citizens not to 
vote for any party under any cir- 
cumstances. 

Messrs Biggins and McPhee — 
respectively, a retired printer 
and an unemployed care worker 
can't afford to hire space on bill- 
boards and their uncompromis- 
ing "don't vote" message cer- 
tainly won't qualify them for a 
"party political broadcast". 

In common with like-minded 
supporters in Dundee and Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow's anti-election 
activists will proclaim their 
views via older methods. Clyde- 
side's rich tradition of anarchist 
dissent, active since at least the 
nineteenth century, has a colour- 
ful history of soap-box oratory 
and radical pamphleteering. 

Brian and Phil will literally 
and metaphorically take to the 
streets. Brian points out wryly 
that Scotland's non-party 
aligned radicals knew the value 
of soap boxes long before John 
Major took to a similar platform 
in the early 1960s. 

Both men- have been active 
trade unionists. They used to 
belong to the Labour Party — 
and abandoned it in the 1960s. 



Brian Begins: There's no chance of voting changing anything. 



When Major puts it all up for grabs and the parties leap 
into a frenzy of electioneering, two men at least will 
ignore all blandishments. Ian Sutherland explains 



They've dabbled with Trotsky 
ism, the Communist Party and 
myriad other left-wing causes 
and campaigns. And they claim 
that that experience has made 
them utterly determined to 
avoid voting in elections 
national or local. 

In their view, non-voting is 
very far from negative "protest" 
action. Rather, they argue, 
abstaining from the polls is an 
affirmation of "alternatives" and 
a positive contribution to 
healthy self ^organisation on the 
part of individuals and commu- 
nities. As they prepare to dis- 
tribute thousands of "don't vote" 
leaflets. Brian and Phil believe 
they — and not conventional 
politicians — are in tune with the 
modern world. 

"Politicians don't change 
things," says Phil, "people do." 

He says that abolition of the 
much-hated poll tax simply 
wouldn't have happened with- 
out direct action and refusal to 
pay. In similar vein, only so- 
called "people-power" brought 
down the Stalinist regimes of 
Eastern Europe. 

Brian says: "People think that 
by electing someone to do a job 
for them, they'll get problems 
solved. That doesn't work. At 
best as with the 'red' Qydeside 
MPs who went to the 'Westmin- 
ster Gasworks' in the 1920s, they 



get seduced into the system. The 
Labour Government of 1945 cer- 
tainly did many things, such as 
creating a Social Security system 
and the NHS, but that wasn't 
done to help ordinary people, it 
was to save capitalism. 

"It wasn't the 1945 Govern- 
ment which changed things. It 
was the determination of rail- 
lions of people, especially those 
serving in the armed forces, who 



Real power 
doesn't lie with 
Parliament 
anyway 



wanted real change in society." 

Essentially, Scotland's non- 
voters say that citizens are 
invariably streets ahead of pro- 
fessional politicians in knowing 
what needs to be done, and 
rather than delegating power to 
politicians, ordinary citizens 
should act entirely on their own 
account. These campaigners say 
that "real" power doesn't lie 
with Parliament, anyway. 
"Power resides elsewhere," says 
Phil. "In the permanent state 
machine. So, the Labour Party 



might take office but it won't 
take power." 

He doesn't want it to take 
power in any event and in his 
view, the same goes for the SNP, 
the Conservatives, the Liberal 
Democrats and any other con- 
tenders on the ballot papers. 

"Actually," says Brian, "vot- 
ing is a bit like playing the 
National Lottery. You hope your 
numbers' are going to turn up. It 
actually inhibits people from 
doing things for themselves. At 
least you've a chance of winning 
the lottery but there's no chance 
of voting changing anything. 
Elections distort realities." 

Brian and Phil say their anar- 
chist philosophy isn't impracti- 
cal dreaming. They say they 
want communities to develop 
self-reliance and self-organisa- 
tion. Since early adulthood, 
Brian has been a supporter of the 
Co-operative movement, which, 
he asserts, showed what ordi- 
nary people could do in terms of 
self<*ganisauon in a thoroughly 
democratic manner — although 
it has declined in recent decades. 

Messrs Biggins and McPhee 
also say they won't be deflected 
from their "abstentionist" posi- 
tion by the possibility of a Scot- 
tish parliament or assembly. 
That, for them, is simply West- 
minster in miniature, "Just 
another addition to bureau- 



Etoctfons distort raatttfes." 

cracy," claims Brian. 'It'll just be 
full of displaced regional council- 
lors who didn't make it on to the 
new local authorities." 

They also dismiss any hopes of 
achieving meaningful social 
change via new groups which 
have emerged as left-wing chal- 
lengers to the Labour Party. In 
the 1960s, disillusioned with 
mainstream left-wing politics, 
both men joined various Trotsky 
ist "groupscules" and just as 
quickly left them. 'Trotskyist 
groups such as Militant carry 
within them their own totalitar- 
ian organisation;* says Brian 
"They're so tightly organised that 
activists even imitate the physi- 
cs gestures of their leaders." 

For Brian and Phil, the "real" 
election will take place in Scot- 
land's communities, where 
people campaign for improved 
education, better transport, 
retention of heritage, or the 
development of sustainable and 
democratically controlled eco- 
nomic activity. That might mean 
individuals being elected to vari- 
ous offices. But, on their perspec- 
tive as far as holding office is con- 
cerned, "everyone should take 
their turn". 

Their anti-voting leaflets have 
a very simple message. "Invest- 
ing anyone with authority is 
wrong. It's a cul-de-sac. Even the 
best people in the world can be 
put in and they'll be corrupted. 
And they add that the only thing 
that will deter them from pro- 
claiming that challenging mes- 
sage on Scotland's street cor- 
ners in the next few weeks will 
be the weather. 
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Forsyth's 
real test 
is to save 
Kvaerner 



IN THE run-up to an election 
everything becomes a politcal 
issue. 

Employment is now leaping 
back up the agenda. 

GLASGOW AND ITS SUR- 
ROUNDING AREAS ARE SUF- 
FERING A DEVASTATING CAT- 
ALOGUE OF JOB LOSSES. 

But the Prime Minister and 
Scottish Secretary stand 
accused of playing politics by 
delaying the announcement of 
over 4000 jobs until John Major 
arrives here on Friday. 

First Direct will bring at least 
3000 call centre jobs to 
Lanarkshire. 

A further 1000, as revealed by 
the Evening Times, will be 
created at a BT call centre in 
Glasgow. 

WE KNOW THESE DEALS 
HAVE BEEN DONE AND ARE 
ONLY AWAITING THE POLITI- 
CAL GO-AHEAD TO BE 
ANNOUNCED. 

Any new jobs will be wel- 
come however they are 
revealed. 

Rut tho roai tool 4r\r MinKoal 



FIRST 




By TOMMY 
SHERIDAN 

Co-chair Scottish 
Socialist Alliance 



THE Evening Times 'Save Our City 9 
campaign has highlighted the fin- 
ancial crisis which threatens to 
bring Glasgow to its knees. 

Since the start of last year, Michael 
'ScissGrhands' Forsyth has slashed 
funding to the city by £150m. 

This works out at more than £500 plun- 
dered from every household in the city. 

As the Evening Times revealed, basic 
.services are now under threat Tea- 
chers, home helps, even sheltered hous- 
ing wardens - who provide a vital life- 
line for the elderly - are to be sacked. 
Low-paid library workers will have 
hours cut and wages slash- 
ed. Dozens of community 
centres face closure. One 
hundred and fifty local pro- 
jects are threatened. 

Function 

Sports centres and youth 
facilities will close - many 
in areas already plagued by 
crime and hard drug abuse. 

Pensioners groups, play- 
groups and women's groups 
will cease to function. 
And, perhaps most cal- 
lously of all, 110 disab- 
led, blind and elderly 
groups could be forced to 
close because of the rem- 
oval of free transport. 
On local council budget 
day, March 6, I'll move an 
alternative 'Peoples' Bud- 
get' with the support of SNP 
councillor Kenny Gibson. 

The second and third 
strongest parties in Glasgow, 
the SNP and Scottish Social- 
ist Alliance (which includes 
Scottish Militant Labour) 
are now calling for defiance 
of the Tories. 

Our alternative budget 
will demand there be no 
cuts, no closures, no redun- 



VICTORS.. 

workers at 
the Glacier 
precision 
engineering 
factory 
won their 
jobs back 
after 
occupying 
their 
factory in 
protest 




Stop Labour's 

axe falling 



dancies, no attacks on work- 
ers' wages or conditions, no 
rent increases and no mas- 
sive Council Tax increases. 

Labour politicians, in con- 
trast, claim there's no alter- 
native except to surrender. 
No doubt in a cynical 
exercise designed to 
cover their own backs, 
councillors will argue for 
their own local facilities 
to remain open - and for 
everyone else's to close. 
But, instead of squabbling 
and bickering over which fac- 
ilities are to close, every 
councillor in Glasgow should 



stand up in defence of our 
city against the Tory vandals. 

Yes, a defiance budget 
would be technically illegal. 
But there are times when 
illegal action is necessary in 
order to achieve justice. 

Sacked 

Recently 103 workers at 
the Glacier factory in Glas- 
gow's south-side occupied 
their factory illegally after 
being sacked. Five weeks 
later all 103 were re-instated. 

Should these workers have 
meekly accepted the right of 
an employer to destroy their 
livelihoods - or were thev jus- 



tified in taking illegal action 
in pursuit of justice? 

And should Glasgow 
City Council meekly acc- 
ept the right of a dictato- 
rial government to des- 
troy 2000 jobs and hun- 
dreds of community fac- 
ilities - or should the 
council stand up for the 
people who elected them? 
Some Labour fainthearts 
have offered the excuse that 
a defiance budget would lead 
to Michael Forsyth sacking 
the council and sending in 
unelected commissioners. 
This is sheer scaremnn- 



gering. This government is 
tottering on its last legs. At 
the last council elections, 
the Tories won just six per 
cent of the vote in Glasgow. 
The idea that this- 
crumbling government 
could sack the elected 
council of the biggest 
city in Scotland is as 
credible as the X Files. 
The cuts threatened by 
Glasgow City Council are 
not about trimming off a lit- 
tle fat. They're about cut- 
ting services to the bone; 
destroying thousands of 
jobs in a city branded the 
'Poverty Capital of Europe.' 

Risk 

And, if they're allowed to 
go ahead, they'll put at risk 
the fives of hundreds of our 
most vulnerable citizens. 

The Labour Party nation- 
ally will fight the General 
Election under the slogan 
"Enough is Enough!" 

After 18 years of Tory 
vandalism , and faced with 
this new blitz, Glasgow City 
Council must now say to 
Michael Forsyth: ENOUGH 
IS RNOTTPxH 



Labour targets top secret files 



by David Milne 

TOP secret tax records could be 
breached in a Labour plan to 
hunt down poll tax* dodgers. 

In a shock move, Shadow 
Scottish Secretary George 
Robertson has offered to grant 
cash-strapped local authorities 
access to the previously 
confidential Inland Revenue 
records. 

Robertson's offer would let 
councils track down debtors and 
freeze their wages until the tax 
arrears are paid. The total debts 
run to hundreds of millions of 
pounds with many dating back 
eight years. 

The safeguards protecting the 
top secret tax records would have 
to be breached if Labour gained 



power at the forthcoming general 
election. 

The records have never been 
opened before and their 
confidentiality is ensured by law. 
Even other Government 
departments are denied access to 
the highly sensitive files. 

The records hold details of the 
population's income. They 
contain everything from 
information on wages to 
accounts of work bonuses and 
money received from gifts and 
inheritances, 

Robertson's suggestion has 
shocked civil liberties groups who 
view the proposals as dangerous. 

John Scott, Scottish Council 
for Civil Liberties spokesman, 
fears the moves are ripe for abuse. 

"It is astonishing that Labour 



would suggest such a proposal 
and we are extremely 
disappointed/' he said. 

"People supply information to 
the Inland Revenue on the strict 
understanding that it will remain 
confidential. If local authorities 
had access to these records the 
scope for abuse would be 
enormous." 

Lynn Simpson, Inland 
Revenue spokeswoman, said the 
law would have to be changed 
before the records were offered to 
local authorities. 

She said: "This is very personal 
information and everyone at the 
Inland Revenue has to sign that 
they will not breach that 
confidentiality, People are 
entitled to complete privacy in 
relation to their tax records." 



But the move has the support 
of the Convention of Scottish 
Local Authorities (COSLA) which 
says it is essential that local 
authorities recoup the vast sums 
owed to them. 

Keith Geddes, COSLA chief, 
said: "Local authorities were very 
much against the poll tax, but 
council services have to be paid 
for and vast amounts of money 
remain uncollected and people 
have a duty to pay. This proposal 
is a last resort." 

A spokesman at George 
Robertson's office said the 
proposal was not a concrete 
Labour policy. "It is problematic 
and it may raise questions about 
civil liberties. But something has 
to be done to help cash-strapped 
local authorities, " he added. 



FROM PAGE 1 

Militant councillor 
Tommy Sheridan, who 
played a central role in 
last week's demo, said 
today: "We are now in a 
General Election period. 

"Labour in Scotland 
has called the cuts in 
Glasgow a disaster. 

"Surely now the coun- 
cillors must refuse to 
implement the cuts pend- 
ing the outcome of the 
election. 

"To carry out these 
brutal cuts now would be 
a cowardly betrayal of 
the people of Glasgow, a 
betrayal the councillors 
will not be forgiven for." 

The campaigners have 



drawn up a battle plan 
for further action. 

Their rallying cry calls 
on everyone who faces 
the closure of communi- 
ty centres, swimming 
pools, libraries, and the 
loss of jobs and other 
vital services to lay siege 
to buildings. 

Action 

Dozens of sit-ins have 
already been organised. 

But organisers are 
refusing to reveal details 
of their action plan just 
now. 

However, they have 
planned a massive 24- 
hour vigil outside the 
City Chambers, starting 



on Wednesday, April 2, 
and ending at 4pm on 
April 3, the day the City 
Council is next due to 
meet. 

Communities have 
been urged to send reps 
to sleep out overnight. 

Meanwhile, the organ- 
isers of last week's 
protest are trying to free 
one of the demonstrators 
who was arrested during 
the protests and refused 
bail. 

Tommy Sheridan has 
sent Tarn Dymond, who 
is in Barlinnie Prison, a 
letter of support saying 
his only crime was to 
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New claim rocks city 



A NEW scandal claim rocked troubled 
Glasgow City Council today. 

Union leader Martin Doran claimed coun- 
cillors have been warned not to attend a 



By VIC RODRICK 



Gould had been asked to give free trips to 
councillors in return for their support. 
Mr Doran, head of the GMB, the manual work- 
protest rally against 2000 job cuts - or therr e rs' union, alleged several councillors had been 



political careers will be ended. 



"nobbled" about the union protest rally on 



The Evening Times has been given the names of February 13. 
councillors who were warned off. He said every Glasgow City councillor had been 

This new revelation comes two days after the invited to the conference to discuss with staff 



Evening Times revealed that Labour leader Bob organisations the threat to jobs and services "Our membership is 



posed by the Government's spending curbs. 

He said: "It will be a frank meeting to find ways 
of tackling the funding crisis in Glasgow. But our 
branches have been telling us that a senior 
Labour group member has made overtures to a 
number of senior councillors. 

"He has threatened them that their careers will 
stop forthwith under any new leadership if they 
are seen to be actively ahgning themselves to a 
trade union with more than 10,000 members. 



TORIES 

COP 0U1 



OF £4 



By HUGH BOAG 
THE Scottish Conservative Party 
are refusing to pay Glasgow 
cops for protecting them. 

A massive £500,000 bill for the 
Party conference in 1995 is still 
unpaid despite demands for 
payment. 

The matter is now in the hands of 
lawyers. 

The Tories have rejected cash- 
strapped Chief Constable John Orr's 
demand for payment. 

Today Scots Tory chairman Sir 
Michael Hirst admitted he has "sym- 
pathy" for the force . 

Wrangle 

But Shadow Scottish Secretary 
George Robertson slammed the Tory 
"hypocrisy". 

And he vowed to raise the matter of 
unpaid Tory bills in the Commons 
next week. 

The wrangle follows the Scottish 
Conservative Party Conference in 
May 1995, which was attended by 
eight cabinet ministers, including 
John Major. 

Security at all Tory conferences has 
been massive since the Brighton 
bombing in 1984. 

And a huge operation was mounted 
for the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 




at the suggestion 
that political patron- 
age is being used to 
pressure elected mem- 
bers who are con- 
cerned about the job 
security of the coun- 
cil's workforce." 



The GMB represents 
workers such as school 
cleaners, catering staff 
and home helps, many 
of them in jobs put at 
risk by the £80m cuts 
forced on Glasgow. 

Council leaders esti- 
mate up to 2000 redun- 
dancies may be 
needed to balance the 
budget - 800 job cuts 
have already been 



Mr Doran said the 
city's Labour adminis- 
tration was looking for 
the support of the trade 

structive wav forward 
but the councillors 
had to offer political 
stability first. 



MICHAEL HIRST . 



Row over conference cost 



conference, with roads closed and a 
number of full security sweeps carried 
out. 

Large numbers of police officers had 
to check sewers, post boxes and bins 
for any suspect packages before seal- 
ing them off. 

The Metropolitan police and the 
security forces were also involved. 

The bill is thought to run to over 
£500,000. 

Grampian Police were hit with a bill 
for £700,000 when the Tories went to 
Aberdeen last year. 

After warning the force faced bank- 
ruptcy, the Scottish Office gave them 
a "special grant" of £154,000. 

Strathclyde Police had to beg an 
extra £2million from the new unitary 



authorities last year just to keep their 
heads above water. 

There are worries they will have to 
ask for another cash boost in the next 
financial year. 

The Tory Party have paid for polic- 
ing inside the Glasgow Concert Hall, 
but won't pay the bill they were sent 
by Strathclyde Police for the security 
operation outside. 

Sympathise 

Scots Conservative Party Chairman 
Sir Michael Hirst said today: "I under- 
stand perfectly well the Strathclyde 
Police argument, which I sympathise 
with. 

"However, we paid for the security 
within the halls. 
"The external security, over which 



has sympathy for the force 

we had no control, was met by the 
Metropolitan Police and the 
Strathclyde force. 

"Unfortunately, this conference did 
not meet the Home office criteria for 
financial support." 

The Home Office pays the policing 
costs of all the National party 
Conferences. 

Strathclyde Police Board Convener 
councillor Bill Timoney said "I'm very 
worried about this news. Strathclyde 
Police provided the security, there's 
no doubt about that - so the bill 
should be paid." 

And George Robertson blasted: "It 
is the worst kind of humbug from a 
party which is assaulting local gov- 
ernment throughout Scotland, and 
which pretends to be the party of law 
and order. 

"It leaves the bill behind for local 
taxpayers to pick up. It is grotesque 
hypocrisy." 



He added: "I am very 
concerned at the seri- 
ous allegations which 
have been reported 
back to me and will be 
carrying out a full 
investigation to find 
out if they are true." 

Meanwhile, an 
inquiry into the "votes 
for junkets" scandal by 
Labour's Scottish Sec- 
retary Jack McConriell 
has put the issue on the 
back burner by decid- 
ing to take evidence 
from all concerned. 
• Voice of the Times 



Junkets' 
probe call 



TORY MPs today 
demanded a double 
probe into Glasgow 
City Council's "votes 
for junkets" claim. 

The move came in a 
Commons motion by 
North Tayside MP Bill 
Walker. 

He called on 
Ministers to refer the 
allegations to both the 
Audit Commission and 
Lord Nolan's commit- 
tee currently investi- 
gating local govern- 
ment "sleaze". 




0141-429 6553 



RAIN, THEN DRY LATER 



TONIGHT: Showers dying out with all parts 
becoming dry with clear periods, Fresh wester- 
ly wind. Minimum temperature 1C (34F)- 
TOMORROW: Dry bright start, but cloudy, wet 
weather arriving during the day. Becoming 
milder. Strong southwest winds. . 
OUTLOOK FOR SUNDAY: Staying mainly cloudy 
with outbreaks of rain. Remaining mild with 
strong southwest winds. 

ENGLAND TOMORROW: A few showers in the 
north, otherwise mainly dry with sunny spells. 
HIGH TIDE AT GREENOCK: 12.19 pm 




mm 
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Teachers' 
show of 
force plea 

SECONDARY school 
teachers are appealing for 
a major show of force in 
protest against the deep- 
ening education crisis. 

David Eaglesham, gen- 
eral secretary of the 
Scottish Secondary 
Teachers Association, 
said tomorrow's march 
and rally in Glasgow will 
provide the ideal opportu- 
nity to send a clear mes- 
sage to Michael Forsyth. 

He said: "I appeal to all 
parents, schoolboards, 
PTAs and community 
groups to join in. 



"The crisis facing 
schools in coming months 
on a scale never 

e in Scotland. 
"The plans to increase 
.lass sizes, cut out valu- 
able services and teaching 
jobs through redundan- 
cies will all combine to 
reduce the quality of 
Scottish education." 

The protest will be 
attended by teachers, par- 
ents and trade unionists 
from all over Scotland. 

Marchers will gather at 
10.30 am at Blythswood 
Square. The rally ends at 
the City Halls in Candle- 
riggs. 



BRIDGE MOVE 



improve access to a 
country park. 

South Lanarkshire 
Council has applied to 
the Heritage Lottery 
Fund for a grant to 
help upgrade the medi- 
aeval Old Avon Bridge 
nea 



■ Hamilto 



Chatelherault estate. 



Election 
quiz over 
homeless 

A HUGE lobby of parlia- 
mentary candidates is to 
take place before the gen- 
eral election. 

Organised by the Chur- 
ches National Housing 
Coalition, it will address 
homelessness. 

CNHC President, Bish- 
op John Gladwin said: 
"We believe this will be 
the biggest ever pre-elec- 
tion lobbying exercise. 

"It's crucial both for the 
many thousands of fami- 
lies and individuals dir- 
ectly affected and for the 
future health of society." 

The initiative is also 
being supported by many 
other clergy as well as the 
Scottish Churches Hous- 
ing Agency and the Big 




FLOORMAN 



HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 

Supplied and Fitted 

AMTICO 



Carpets and Rugs 



Showroom Open 7 Days 
7 Scott St., Glasgow 
(Off Sauchiehall Street) 
0141 353 3330 
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-a She's 5ft 2in and mum ol 



drawn for a fight to 
finish over nearly 800 
threatened jobs at the Marshalls 
Chunky Chicken factory. 

In the front trench will be little 
grey-haired granny and union 
convener Anna Dawson. 

Millionaire Scots businessman Wilson 
Marshall (48) announced two 



Coatbridge processing plant 



four , but Annas li ghting 
for a whole area's future 



tragedy for another woman 

it made losses of £7million sne is looking after he: 
a year. children. 



"We know the plant is mak- 



Anna has worked at 
Marshalls for 14 years after 
successfully applying for a 



would close in April, claiming wor k e r. Her sister died and ing huge losses, but we have a temporary post. 

good general manager here. I The 782 workers facing the 

believe he is the best in axe include three of her four 

So Anna is aware of the Scotland's poultry industry sons, as well as the husband 



That is why shop stewards 
urged her eight years ago 
to take on the role of 
works convener. 

Anna was not even a shop 
steward then and was 
stunned when her colleagues 
asked her. 

But she accepted the invita- 
tion and in her spare time 
went to college to learn trade 
unionism. 

Shop stewardess Linda 
Ralston says: "If anyone can 
save our jobs it is Anna. 

"She is one lady with a lot 
of backbone who will speak 



He said production would 
be switched to other plants at pain a 



I the financial hard- and I am sure he 



ship that will be endured by it round." 
workers if their fight with " 



Newbridge, near Edinburgh, 
and Wales. 

But the 782 staff who face 
the threat of the dole are 
putting their faith in Anna. 

Tragedy 

And she is determined not 
to let them down. 

She confidently says: "We 
will win." 

Anna (54) knows the stakes 
are high. Family and friends al 1 out to tflis campaign, 
have already been hit by per- have no thoughts of losing, 
sonal disaster since the There is too much at stake, 
closure announcement. "This is not just about the 

One man's house sale went workers. We must win for the 
through on the day the clo- community in Coatbridge and 
sure was announced. throughout Lanarkshire." 



Marshall Food Group 
tycoon " 



of her nieces. Another 
has a fiance employed there. 
She says the company is Then there are the 30 cou- 
good to work for, wages and pies who work shoulder to 
conditions are good and boss shoulder to pay off mortgages 
Wilson Marshall has strived and other bills, 
for the good of the firm. 

"He has done nothing 
derogatory towards the work- 
force," says Anna. 
But the tycoon is bracing 



lulge 

refuses 



Says Anna: "We are going himself for a bruising battle. 



woman colleague had 

secured a £50,000 mortgage - our case, so I simply speak 

but had to sell her car. from the heart. It ' 

Closure would be a double way I know how. 



'Someone has to spell out other nearby industries. 



Anna also refuses to turn 
her back on the teenagers and 
those in their early 20s, who 
make up most of the 
workforce. 

"There is nothing for these 
young people if this place 
closes," says Anna. "We have 
to save their jobs." 
She is an ordinary granny 
Now local people are seeing who does not indulge in fire- 
similarities with the death of and-brimstone rhetoric all too 



her mind, even to the 
directors. 

"Anna has a lot of determi- 
nation and will see an issue 
through to the end - that's 
her style." 



WERE is also a lot at stake 
for Linda (39) and her 



M 



R Marshall once 
ted the Lanarkshire 



often associated with union 



Workers at Ravenscraig officials, 
the only Steelworks also paid the hefty But she has never been 
price of wholescale job losses, afraid to speak her rnind. 



at the plant, which was opened 
more than 20 years ago. 

"It will be a financial disas- 
ter if we lose our jobs," 
admits the mum-of-one. 

Anna is a reluctant head- 
line maker and hates seeing 
herself on television. Last 
week she went to the House of 
Commons to meet local 
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f SCRATCH AND PLAY 



OUT TO SAVE CHICKEN FACTORY 




BOSS ... Wilson Marshall faces a battle to shut down his processing plant in Coatbridge 

GRAN WHO'S 

TO RESCUE 



id 

I to gel me 
[ out the toilet 
to speak to 
the press... I 
was scared^ 



£1 speak 

(simply from 

*e heart... 

it's the onf 
way I 

f know ^ 



Labour MPs Tom Clarke and But time is running out for 

Helen Liddell. Anna. Production at the 

She also had a chat with factory is scheduled to stop on 

Scots Secretary Michael April 11. 

Forsyth - and has nothing but K will be a black Friday 

praise for him. for workers and the 

"Forget what you have Coatbridge^comrnunity 
heard about him," says Anna. 



if the axe falls 

ut Anna says: 
Wilson Marshall 
and 



"He was polite and courte- 
ous and promised action. . 

"He is often accused of ™ ws 
being slow off the mark. But £ e „w ^ w«h^L 
Industry Minister George & % ht on his hands. 
Kynoch was sent to the plant High 
the next day." ' <]t 3111 confident 

we can win and 
we will battle 
until we do." 

But the ques- 
tion has to be 
asked: What if 
the unthink- 
"They had to get me out of able happens? 
the toilet to speak to the Says Anna: 
media on the day of the "We will walk 
closure announcement," she out of the 
confesses. factory with 

"I was scared. Now I have our heads . 
learned to cope." held high." I 



I at the attention she gener- 
ates among journalists 



ARE YOU OUI 




BONUS AMOUNT 



WINNE 



FIND OUT 
RIGHT NOW! 





DOUBU 
ONSA1 



■s £4Q0<M 

ays Instant Cas 

PLAY TODAY 



1. PLAY with the section of your 
Evening Times Instant Cash Card 
dated Friday 24th January. Scratch off 
the silver panels. 

2. YOU will reveal five cash amounts 
and a "Bonus Cash Amount SEE 
NEWSPAPER" message. If you 
reveal three identical cash amounts, 
you win that amount instantly. 

3. THE "Bonus Cash Amount SEE 
NEWSPAPER" message means that to 
win today's bonus prize you need 
THREE identical cash amounts. Two of 
them on your card and one the bonus 
cash amount printed in our bonus panel 
below. 

4. CLAIMS 

IF you have three identical amounts of 



£100 or over phone 0141 553 3296 
ask for the Instant Cash Claim 
between 9.30am and 12 noor 
Monday 27th January. 

DON'T PHONE for prizes of £5 
under. Complete the claim col 
dated Friday 24th January on this | 
and send it off with the section o 
card you are claiming for the same 
to the FREEPOST ADDRESS BEL 

Postal claims must be received 
within 7 days of winning date. 

SATURDAY DOUBLER 

If you claim a prize on any Satu 
card your cash prize will be dou 
The claim procedure is as above. 



INSTANT CASH CLAIM 



Send your coupon along with the card you are claiming for to 
EVENING TIMES INSTANT CASH, Freepost GW 822, Glasgow, G1 1BI 
NO STAMP REQUIRED. 



BONUS AMOUNT 
FOR FRIDAY 24TH 
JANUARY 1997 



Page 2 EVENING TIMES Thursday, February 20, 1997 



Top brass close ranks 



FORMER commando Andrew 
Freemantle, chief executive of 
Scotland's ambulance service, today 
stayed out of the firing line following 
the hiking death of one of his officers. 

But chairman Alan Devereux 
mounted a counter-attack on crit ics. 

He said calls for separate inquiries 
were an "absolutely nonsense" and 
insisted that Stewart Barr (39) and 
the others on a two- week course were 



never forced to go on the hike. He 
went on: "If we had been running 
our annual golf outing, it would 
probably not have led to this." 

And he dismissed calls by furious 
staff for strike action and Mr 
Freemantle's resignation. 

Mr Devereux also rejected claims 
of an Army-style regime and said: 
"It is a gross distortion to say he 
runs it like the SAS." 



Billie Jo cops appeal 



DETECTIVES hunting the killer of 
schoolgirl Billie-Jo Jenkins have 
issued a computer image of a young 
man they urgently want to trace. 

He was seen walking from a side 
entrance to Billie-Jo's house on 
Boxing Day last year, when she and 
her family were visiting relatives. 

Detective Superintendent Jeremy 
Paine said: "This man was clearly a 
jasser. The family do not recog- 
his description," 



Police are still hunting another man 
seen leaving the house in Hastings, 
East Sussex, at about the time of the 
murder on Saturday afternoon. 

Billie-Jo (13) was found blud- 
geoned to death with a metal tent 
spike on the patio of her home. 

Officers are continuing to stand 
guard at the entrance to the family 
home as a bank of flowers builds up 
outside in tribute to the 
popular teenager. 



CITY IS ROCKED BY 
ANTI 
CUTS 
ANGER 



REVOLUTION is in the air around George 
Square - and spreading over Scotland. 

Today - only days before a city-wide strike by 
teachers - 5000 council workers downed tools in 
protest against compulsory redundancies. 

And in one of the most humiliating picket lines ever 
for the cash-strapped Glasgow City Council, elderly 
residents at a sheltered housing complex linked arms 
to fight for their services. 

In George Square, thou- 
sands of council workers 

and supporters mobbed across Scotland - at 
the City Chambers in Argyll & Bute Council's 



| By VIC ROPRICK 



h e a d q u a 

Lochgilphead, South 
Lanrkshire Council HQ in 



protest at swinge 
Government cuts in cc 
cil jobs and services. 

Up to 2 000 council staff H a"miIton and 
are expected to lose their Edinburgn ^ Fife . 
jobs as City councillors 
struggle to slash £80m 
from Glasgow's spending 
to meet Scottish Office 
cash curbs. 



The George Square 
rally is just one of a series 
of demos against the cuts. 
Members of the local attended by teadere'of all 



And at West Dunbar- 
tonshire Council's head- 
quarters in Dumbarton, 
councillors had to run the 
gauntlet of placard-wav- 
ing demonstrators furi- 
ous at a decision to make 
460 staff redundant. 




: unio 
Unison and residents of 
the Clifford Gardens shel- 
tered housing compl< 



The city's Mitchel] 



the main local gc 
ment unions, was being 
held at the Scottish TUC 



Unison branch secre- 
tary Isobel McVicar said: 
"Our members are taking 



OUT (N FORCE ... Clifford Gardens OAPs protest over wardens cuts. Picture: BRIAN HICKEY 

ROW OVER MOVE TO SAVE JOOS 



Library, closed as part of industrial action to fight 
— 4 — (t these devsatating 



action by library staff this 
week, was picketed by 
strikers. 
Further major demon 



i planned struggle. 



"We call on the people 
of Glasgow to stand side 
by side with us in this 




A COUNCIL is proposing 
to put every employee on 
shorter hours and lower 
pay to save redundancies. 

The move by West 
Dunbartonshire Council 
would mean thousands of 
workers finishing work 
at Friday lunchtime. 

But the proposal to cut 
half a day's pay from 
6000 workers to save mil- 
lions of pounds a year 



and several hundred jobs 
has been criticised. 

Teachers say it would 
damage the academic 
prospects of the area's 
17,000 school pupils. 
Local government union, 
Unison, also rejected 
the move. 

Ron Alexander, of 
teaching union, the EIS, 
said: "We were told if we 
accepted a cut of two 



hours in the working 
week this would result in 
a six per cent reduction 
in the educational 
wage bill." 

Denise McArdle, Uni- 
son secretary, also reject- 
ed the proposal, but said 
it might have been con- 
sidered if the threat of 
compulsory redundan- 
cies was removed. 

The 14-strong ruling 



Labour group has been 
meeting with trade union 
representatives at its 
headquarters in Dumbar- 
ton. 

The council has a spe- 
cial meeting tonight as it 
tries to slash £4.6million 
from its budget. It could 
mean 460 compulsory 
redundancies and a pro- 
jected Council Tax 
increase of 52 per cent. 



Five 
victim! 
of the 
killer 
storms 



FIVE people died Is 
night as gale-fan 
storms swept aero 
Britain. 

Three yachtsmen, t\ 
of them Metropolis 
police officers, we 
drowned and a moth 
and daughter died wh« 
their car swerved 
avoid a fallen tree. 

Meanwhile, Scots spei 
today clearing up tl 
debris from damage 
homes and fallen tre< 
after being hit by wine 
which at times gusted u 
to 101 miles per hour i 
the Shetland Islands, 

But it was the sout, 
that suffered the wors 
casualties. 

The three yachtsmei 
died after their 35-ft craf 
was capsized by hug 
waves in The Solent. 

Call 

The remaining mem 
ber of the four-stroni 
crew has been rescuer 
alive following the inci 
dent off the Isle of Wight 
at Gurnard, near Cowes. 

Coastguards received a 
Mayday call at 4.00pm. 

In West Yorkshire, 
June Fern, 42, and nine- 
year-old Shona were 
trapped in their vehicle 
after it spun off the road 
and plunged on to a canal 
bank. 

Paramedics and fire 
crews fought for almost 
two hours to free the 
pair, from nearby 
Todmorden, but the girl 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene and her mother 
died later in hospital. 
•The Stena Dee oil rig 
working 100 miles west 
of Shetland lost two 
anchors after being hit 
by hit by waves up to 72 
feet high and winds gust- 
ing to hurricane force 15 
at the new Foinaven oil- 
field. 

Hume demand 
for ceasefire 

VOTING Sinn Fein 
without an IRA ceafteii;;> 
would mean supporting 
the terrorists, SDLP 
leader John Hume said 
today. And he ruled out 
pacts with Sinn Fein 
unless there was peace. 



SHOWERS, STRONG WINDS 



TO MIGHT: Clear intervals and some showers, 
some heavy. Winds fresh to strong south- 
westerly. Minimum temperature 5"C (41 °F). 
TOMORROW: Occasional showers merging 
into longer spells of rain by the afternoon. 
Fresh to strong southwesterly winds. Mild. 
Maximum temperature 9°C (4S°F). 
OUTLOOK FOR SATURDAY: Morning will 
start wet and very windy with gales in 
places, before colder weather with wintry 
showers spreads in during Hie afternoon. 
ENGLAND TOMORROW: Rain in the north, 
heaviest in the northwest. Mild but windy 
HIGH TIDE AT GREENOCK: 11.28am. 
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TEACHERS 
TO STRIKE 
OVER CUTS 



OTA 



Check your 
Lifetimes 
card today, 
and if your 
number 

re, you 
could be 
A BIG PRIZE 




Wednesday 19, February ALREADY 



Today we have published 
one lucky lottery number 
between 1 and 49. Keep a 
note of any numbers that 

feature in your set of 
lottery numbers on your 
LifeTimes card. When you 
have matched all six you 
can make a claim. 




If you have matched your 
six lottery numbers with 
the numbers printed in- 
paper telephone 0141 553 
3555 the following day 
between 9.30 am and 12 
noon. Be sure to have your 
LifeTimes card with you 
when you claim. The prize 

will be awarded to the 
person who claims on the 
earliest published number. . 
In the event of one or more 

claimant on the same 
number the claims will go 
into a draw to decide the 
outright winner. Each valid 

claimant (with all six 
numbers matching) will win 
a £50 consolation prize. 
Friday and Saturday 
claims should be made 
on a Monday. 

FULL RULES AND CONDITIONS 

WILL BE PUBLISHED IN 
THE PUBLIC NOTICE SECTION 
EVERY WEDNESDAY. 



Look out your LifeTimes card today and start playing LifeTimes Lottery - the 

game that gives you the chance to win great prizes. 

One of our Townsend Mountain Bikes has been cfaimed, but there are still 9 up 

for grabs and if you're a regular reader club member you could be a lucky 

peddler. 

The bikes come in three frame sizes with shimano gears, cantilever brakes plus 
a host of other features including a 1 0 year guarantee. 
Remember you have to be in - to win. if you are not a member 
see the coupon below for details on how to join. 

PLAY LIFETIMES LOTTERY 
EVERY DAY 

Plus your LifeTimes card will save you big 
money on High Street goods, 
services, entertainment, leisure, holidays and much more. 



0141 



To Join 

LifeTimes 

Phone 

Telephone 



1 wish to join the Evening Times Tjtle: 
LifeTimes Regular Readers Gtub. ' 

Ptease deliver rw fifaiino Times r~ I Surname: 



Or you can 
complete the 



Caledonian Newspapers Lt 



Post your completed application form to: LifeTimes, P.O. Box 

15064, Glasgow, G3 7DQ (Allow 28 days to process your application) 



By LORRAINE HERBISON 
THOUSANDS of teachers across Glasgow 
are to strike on March 5 after a massive 
vote in favour of industrial action. 

The city's schools seem set to shut after teach- 
ers voted overwhelmingly to strike in protest 
at proposed education cuts and jobs losses. 

A total of 82 per cent were in favour of industrial 
action - but that could be just the start of it. 

Teaching union the EIS, whose members face the 
loss of 300 jobs and fund- 
ing cuts of 16 per cent 
over two years, say they 
will take further action if 
necessary. 

It all depends on 
Glasgow City Council's 
final budget decisions. 



Anger at 
moves 
to axe 

300 jobs 



Gill Mackay, chair- 
woman of Glasgow EIS, 
said: "This was an over- 
whelming vote in favour 
of education and against 
the cuts and shows the 
determination of teachers 
to fight for the 
city's future."' 

The EIS is appealing to 
the council to withdraw 
the threat of compulsory 
redundancies and begin 
reversing the savage cuts 
of the last two years. 

Gill Mackay said there 
is no way teachers can 
introduce curriculum 
changes such as "5-14" 
and "Higher Still" if the 
cuts go ahead. 



She added: "Such 
developments cannot and 
will not be implemented 
on the backs of teachers. 
If there are cuts in fund- 
ing there can be no new 
developments." 

Glasgow EIS is being 
supported by the EIS nat- 
ionally and further talks 
about more action will 
take place after March 5. 

Ian McDonald, Glasgow 
City Council's depute 
director of education, 
said: "We will make as 
full a provision as possi- 
ble for the children, pay- 
ing close attention to 
health and safety issues, 
because we anticipate a 
large number of teachers 
will be taking part in the 
industrial action." 
•Voice of the Times 




PLAYING FOR JERSEY 



SCOTLAND dreams are made of this - as 
young Ben McGregor hopes to fill the jersey. 

Meantime, he's got to be content with try- 
ing on his dad's new strip for size. The all-yel- 
low Scotland away outfit hit the stores today. 

Ben and his dad moved quickly to get along 
to Allsports in Glasgow city centre to buy the 
strip, retailing at £29.99 and £39.99. 



CARDINAL Thomas 
Winning has accused 
BBC bosses of bias 
against the Catholic 
Church. 

The leader of 
Scotland's Catholics 
made his claim in an 
angry letter to director 
general John Birt. 

He was furious at last 
night's Frontline 
Scotland programme 
which claimed a majority 
of Catholics believed 
women should have the 



n abortion 
bias blast 



right to choose to have an 
abortion. 

The Cardinal protested 
that only 400 Catholics 
had been asked and the 
word abortion had not 
been used. 

They were asked if they 
would back politicians 
who "supported a 
woman's right to choose". 



Job light 
settled 



THE ex-assistant man- 
ager of St Mirren 
Football Club has set- 
tled his job loss fight. 

Kenny McDowall, of 
Milngavie, was 
claim he was unfairly 
dismissed from the 
Paisley club, but 
Glasgow industrial tri- 
bunal heard today the 
matter had been set- 
tled. No details v 
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Festival funding slashed by £52,000 



GLASGOW'S prestigious 



slashed by cash-strapped 
city councillors. 

Festival organisers have 
been told they'll get 10 per 
cent less money this year 
cut of more than £52,000. 

Glasgow City Council is 



having to trim £80million 
due to Government cash cuts. 

And Mayfest chiefs have 
been warned that public sub- 
sidy for future years will be 
given careful examination as 
part of the council's review of 
its funding crisis. 

Chief executi 
Anderson said any major 



He said: "By January 
Mayfest has entered into com- 
mitments for the next festival 
and fundamental changes 
could only be made realisti- 
cally over a longer period 



without causing immediate 
crises for the company." 

However, he recommended 
that, as a condition of getting 
£468,450 of council cash, a 
review should be carried out 
into the nature, scale and 
funding of the Mayfest event 
for future years. 
It will start as soon 



■■■■I^^^^H cut of more than £52.000. Chief executive John could only be made realisti- lor future years. roun 

■HH&B^BBbMbhBI Glasgow City Council is Anderson said any major cally over a longer period It will start as soon as pos- with 

CITY PLEA TO LABOUR 
OVER 

CUTS 
TALKS 



sible and be completed not 
later than August 1. 

Mayfest spokesman Marek 
Kolodziej said, given the 
financial crisis, they regarded 
the cut as "an inevitability". 

It's possible that Mayfest 
will apply to councils sur- 
rounding Glasgow for help 
with funding in future years. 



Chancellor Gordon i Brown."' """""" 

They want him and Shadow Scots Secretary 
George Robertson to get a special briefing on 
Glasgow's £80milhon cuts crisis. 

The city has to slash that amount from its budget 
because of Government curbs on spending. 

^^° VeSoU T sa speech fe y Mr Robertson in 
which he warned there ™° — -» — '-•»■ - 
councils in the event of a 
Labour government 
being elected. 




PROTEST 



That provoked a wor- 
ried reaction from senior 
city politicians at a meet- 
ing of Glasgow's ruling 
Labour group. 
Govan MP Ian David- 
m said he supported the 
call for a meeting with 





By VIC 
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RODRICK 




Local 




Government 




Reporter 



but still putting up 
Council Tax by almost 
30 per cent. 

Meanwhile, Mr Brown 
has pledged to slash VAT 
on home fuel in the first 
Budget of an incoming 
Labour government. 



asMsss: asMs-cE rr~ r T™ 

ect for the whole of Scot- strapped councils affect- m ™l^ of ms re " cement that there will be 
'md. ed directly. forms. That s us at 15,000 no increase in either the 
He added: "Labour's b«««.»«^ and the figure's rising." basic or top rate of inc- 
slogan - fairness not rorecaSlS He said Glasgow ome tax in the first five 
favours - is exactly what He added: "We'll look w °uld also seek an urg- vear s of a new admin- 
Glasgow's looking for " for a meeting with Mr ent meeting with Scots lstr ation. 
And group leader Bob £ ODert son and Gordon Secretary Michael For- But Mr Brown accepts 
irpcc Brown to explain the syth in a last-ditch bid he cannot rule out rises 
ament. 0 release more in some indirect taxa- 
•Former Scots Secre- SteXt,^ tion which could involve 
tarylan Lang stood up in ga^to^K USS^I 



Gould said he'd press ~z 
Glasgow's Labour MPs to Clty s P re dicament. 
arrange the meeting as 
soon as possible. 
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. Angry workers line up outs. 



— wity viidmgers 

Angry staff 
in jobs demo 

SCORES of demonstra- f But scenes like this 
r.™? ! ta ??? * mass j are likely to be repeated 
protest outside Glasgow even if Labour wins the 
City Chambers - a clear General Election this 
expression of the anger spring, 
of workers whose jobs / Party leaders have 

Th? i? 6 " -i , waraed the unions ^at 
The City Council and councils must keep to 

f n p ! fi r ! , Ca fi h ' S - t / apped i tfa e Tory capping limits, 
local authorities are There will be no extra 
wrestling with budgets [ cash. _ 
put under immense Meanwhilerfurious 
pressure by government parents will fight to 
spending curbs. save a special school. 

«. * or J. h ? first t,me in St Vincent's School 
their history, they will for the deaf and blind at 
have to make thousands Tollcross is in danger of 
l^„l f ^Pn'sorily being closed under a 
redundant. controversial plan. 




By ROBERT TAIT 
CAMPAIGNERS for a 
Scottish parliament 
were today told to 
start a big fund-rais- 
ing drive to help sell 
the idea to the nation. 

The Scottish Consti 
tutional Convention, 
the cross-party group 
which has designed the 
parliament blueprint 
says it needs up t" 
£150,000 to launch c 
hearts-and-minds cam 

dgn to win ove " 



Power 

The call to help 

~^ney was made by 

Glasgow businessma 
Nigel Smith at 
meeting of tht 
Convention's co-ordi 
nating committee . 

Mr Smith will organ 
ise the campaign, 
which will be aimed at 
getting the devolution 
message across u] 
until the Genera. 
Election and then dur- 
ing the build-up to 
Labour's planned refer- 
endum on the parlia- 
ment if it wins power. 

Ideas 

i The Convention's 
puling executive will 
/meet on Friday to 
[decide details. 

Mr Smith said: "It 
, - ill take between 
/ £100,000 and £150,000 so 
we can employ people 
/ on a full-time basis. 
' "All the ideas are 
there but people need 
to stump up the money. 

"Too often in 
Scotland we ruin our- 
selves by leaping ahead 
of reality. We plan to do 
things the other way, 
by building up the cam- 
paign first and then 
announcing it." 



16 TUBE 

, DOUBLE CANOPIES ' 

' t TWO WEEKS FOR JUST£2i- 
* THR EE WEEKS FOR JUSTC26 

U 1.8 TUBE 



j i 
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I Ask about o ur FREE Mobile Phono Off„r 

EEOrojT^ 



I J?"^-f^ y, "9d^ with clear periods and 
1 ft" ^"S 8 ?* breeze with a few fog 
1(25?) Minimum temperature -4°C 

[TOMORROW: Staying dry with sunny spells. 

- 9 P atcnes clearing slowly. More 
lft.^«V5^ West - Brisk southerly winds. 
I side c,oud * Temperatures on the cold 
J ENGLAND TOMORROW: Rain edging up 
I fnthe S r£rth hern En9 ' and but sti " main «y df y 
[HIGH TIDE AT GREENOCK: 1 1 .46pm 



DRY WITH CLEAR PERIODS 
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Mercy death 
case ruling 



allowed to die, High Court judge 
ruled yesterday. 

The judge said the 29-year-old was 
suffering a "living death" and the 
time had come for "merciful relief ', 
although there had been a dispute 
over whether the woman was suffer- 
ing from Permanent Vegetative State 
as she still responds to some stimuli. 

Mum is jailed 

A WOMAN who preyed on frail and 
helpless women pensioners and 
stole their money was jailed for 18 
months yesterday. 

Mum-of-six Margaret MacDonald 
(36) of Carseview, Tullibody, 
Clackmannanshire, was also orderd 
to repay £900 to her five victims at 
Glasgow Sheriff Court. 

Lotto court bid 

NATIONAL Lottery organisers 
Camelot have launched a fresh 
High Court bid to crush 49's, a lot- 
tery-style game in betting shops. 

Camelot claims the 49's scheme is 
an "unlawful lottery" which is like- 
ly to inflict losses on its own funds 
and the good causes it supports. 

Billie-Jo tribute 

HUNDREDS of pupils paid an emo- 
tional tribute to murdered school- 
girl Billie-Jo Jenkins at a memorial 
service yesterday. 

Her foster father Sion Jenkins 
has been charged with murder. 

Pair arrested 

DETECTIVES investigating the 
death of 40-year-old Colin Eraser 
have arrested two men. 

A 23-year-old man from East 
Kilbride and a 51-year-old man from 
Glasgow are expected to appear at 
Hamilton Sheriff Court on Monday. 

Caledonian moves 

SCOTTISH Television announced 
last night that Iain Forbes, 
Managing Director, and Graeme 
Bell, Finance Director of 
Caledonian Newspapers, are to 
leave the company following a man- 
agement reorganisation. 

Scottish Television said that the 
move was consistent with then- 
plans announced at the time of the 
acquisition to reduce management 
levels and integrate Caledonian 
with its television interests. 

Scottish Television Chief 
Executive Andrew Flanagan said: 
"This is a further step in developing 
a flatter organisation structure and 
takes us to the next phase of inte- 
grating our television and newspa- 
per businesses. Iain and Graeme's 
departures were amicable and we 
thank them for their years of good 
service." 

Mr Flanagan continues as Chief 
Executive of Caledonian. 



3 killed by bomb 



ISRAELI police have 
confirmed the death 
toll from the suicide 
bomb attack in Tel 
Aviv as three, includ- 
ing the attacker. 

The Palestinian 
fanatic attacked a cof- 
feee shop packed with 
families celebrating a 
Jewish holiday. 

Militant terror 
group Hamas claimed 



responsibility, but 
Israeli leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu accused 
Yasser Arafat of indi- 
rectly giving the go- 
ahead for the attack. 

The blast came at a 
time of rising 
Palestinian anger 
over Israel's decision 
to build a Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 




Clinton, Yeltsin nuke deal 



AMERICAN President Bill 
Clinton and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin last night agreed to 
a new round of arms-reduction 
negotiations designed to dramat- 
ically reduce nuclear stockpiles. 

The pact sets a Start II war- 
head limit of 3500 on each side, 
down from pre-treaty levels of 
about 8000. It calls for elimina- 
tion by 2003 of land-based nuclear 
weapons with multiple warheads, 
which would strip Russia of its 



SS-18, the most powerful weapon 
in its arsenal. 

The two presidents met in 
Helsinki, Finland, and Mr 
Clinton said the agreement on 
"guidelines" for Start III negoti- 
ations has the goal of reducing 
strategic warhead stockpiles for 
both countries to 2000 to 2500. 

But the two Presidents failed 
to reach agreement on the 
planned expansion of NATO to 
include former Soviet states. 



75 PROJECTS 
ESCAPE AXE 



By LORNA MacLAREN 

WOMEN yesterday celebrated 
the news that a vital community 
centre is to stay open after a 
council U-turn. 

The four-year-old Maryhill 
Women's Centre was under threat 
from the controversial council 
cuts. 

But instead, it has been granted 
£50,000. 

The Maryhill centre was joined by 
another 74 threatened community 
projects which were reprieved as 
council bosses did a U-turn. 



But 21 other projects will still close 
and 73 jobs will go as Glasgow struggles 
to meet budget cuts. 

Social strategy chiefs agreed to scrap I 
21 community projects - despite earlier 
fears that up to 100 could close in the 
latest round of cost-cutting. 

At Maryhill, women of all ages gath- 
ered at the centre, which provides 
advice, work training and creche facili- 
ties, to voice their delight at the news. 

Local mum Ann O'Donnell (37) said 
the support and advice she received 
there saved her from depression. 

"I had a hysterectomy last year and 
was more or less stuck in 
the house with my two 
kids. My husband was in 
nightshift and my isola- 
tion was making me physical abuse who have 
no-one else to turn to. 
They know it is a women- 
only building and that 
makes them feel safe." 
Another project cele- 
ings with'Ymaaeluch a bating was Quarriei 





Council U-turn on cuts 



"After going to the cen- 
tre I found people I could 
talk to and share my feel- 



difference. 

Jean Greig, centre 
administrator, added her 
delight. "We were danc- 



Home Life Project based 
in Drumchapel. 

This scheme supports 
people with learning diffl- 



delighted Home Life will 
be able to continue." 

Councillor Jean 
McFadden, chair of the 
Social Strategy 
Committee said a last 
minute review and emer- 
gency accounting had cut 
the hit list. 



ing when we heard of the culties who are striving 

cash coming in," she said, to look after themselves 

"This place has saved in their own or adapted 

women's lives. We have accommodation, 

people coming to us who Gerald Lee, director of 



have suffered sexual and Quarriers, said: "We are 



Scores of police officers 
surrounded the City 
Chambers as the meeting 
went ahead. 

Among the projects 
that will close in the 
move to save £5m are the 




Ol 41 -429 6553 



East End Drugs Initiative 
and the Shettleston 
Resource Complex. 

Councillor McFadden 
said local councillors had 
presented their own 
packages of cost-cutting 
which had reduced the 
total number of projects 
to close. 

She said: "As a result, 
the decision taken will 
mean that only 21 pro- 
jects will close and the 
total number of job losses 
is reckoned to be 73." 




POLICE ENSURE 
NO CITY CHAOS 



STRATHCLYDE Police maintained a 
strong presence in George Square and 
around the City Chambers yesterday. 

But in contrast to last week's chaotic 
scenes, there was just one gathering of 
protestors. Around 150 marchers quietly 
set off from George Square for a rally in 
the Mitchell Theatre in Charing Cross. 

The protest was organised by the 
housing association branch of the 
transport workers' union. 

Speakers at the rally included Labour 
Hillhead MP George Galloway and the 
SNP's Perth and Kinross MP, Roseanna 
Cunningham. 




"delighted" after an 
American firm admitted 



husband Alfred in 1993 



Mrs Margaret McTear, from 
Beith, Ayrshire, said: "This is 
something we have been wait- 
ing a long time for." 

Mrs McTear is taking Im- 
perial Tobacco to court after 
her husband, Alfred, died three 
years ago from lung cancer, 
allegedly caused by smoking. 



| By MICHAEL TIERNEy] 



She claims the company was 
aware cigarettes could be 
harmful long before warnings 
were carried on packets. 

Yesterday the Liggett Group 
admitted cigarettes cause can- 
cer and are addictive, ending 
decades of denials from tobac- 
co firms of the health risks 
posed by their products. 

Liggett agreed to pay 22 
American states 25 per cent of 
its pre-tax profits for the next 



25 years to settle lawsuits 
aimed at recouping the health- 
care costs of treating people 
with smoking-related illnesses. 

Mrs McTear's lawyer, Cam- 
eron Fyfe, said: "The two points 
we require to prove our case 
have been admitted by Liggett. 

Some 23 British smokers 
have issued writs against UK 
tobacco companies Imperial 
Tobacco and Gallagher for 
allegedly failing to phase out 
tar from cigarettes when the 
risks apparently became clear 
in the 1950s. 
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CITY council pickets today clashed 
with members of another local govern- 
ment union outside its national con- 
ference in the Mitchell Theatre. 

Officials of UNISON - striking 
today in protest at Glasgow's planned 
job cuts -accused members of the 
General and Municipal Workers Union 
of crossing their picket line. 

William Harris, a convener with 



By LEONA YOUNG 



UNISON, claimed GMB delegates 
insisted on entering the building. 

But Mick Fisher, a GMB national 
officer, denied there had been a row 
and claimed lay delegates had simply 
gone into the conference hall to col- 
lect their belongings. He met UNISON 



officials and agreed to postpone the 
annual conference - which is debating 
the crisis facing the public sector. 

William Harris said: "We are all 
fighting the same cause and we were 
surprised when some of them insisted 
on going through. There were some 
heated exchanges". 

But Mick Fisher denied a row had 
flared between the two unions. He 



said: "We don't cross picket lines. 
There were no arguments. Some of our 
members had to collect belongings 
from the hall." 

But, speaking with one voice, the 
council workers vowed to fight the 
cuts which threaten to "rip the heart 
out of the city". 

And union officials warned that 
today's strike is just the beginning. 



in 



SUSPECTS FREED 
IN COURT CHAOS 



Cases 
collapse 
after 
strike 



Of 

walk free thanks to strike action. 

Many will now avoid prosecution 
for offences which Strathclyde Police 
have deliberately targeted in its high- 
profile crime crackdown. 

Glasgow District Court, the busiest in 
Scotland, was closed because of a strike 
by clerical staff. As a result more than 50 
cases have collaped with- 
out trial. 

Several are now time 
barred, which means the 
accused will escape pros- 
ecution. 




OVER THE MOON ... 

that's Catherine 
O'Hare, who faced a 
heavy fine on breach 
of the peace charges 



People turning up for 
trial today at the St 
Andrew's Street court- 
house were met by a sign 
saying that business had 
been cancelled for the day 
because of strike action. 

Initial anger at having 
forked out travelling 
. uses evaporated 
when lawyers told their 
clients: "Charges against 
you will be dropped." 

The accused trooped off 
in delight. 

Catherine O'Hare (27), 
from Glenboig, had been 



due to face a breach of the 
peace charge. 

She said: "At first I was 
angry when I thought I 
had come all the way for 
nothing, and out of 
pocket, too. 

"But now I know what 
has happened, I am over 
the moon. I was facing a 
heavy fine." 

One legal expert said: 
"There will be some 
happy people in Glasgow 
who were due in court 



and have now 
prosecution." 

The chaos was caused 
by court clerks and office 
staff taking part in a 
strike by local govern- 
ment union Unison in 
protest over job cuts with- 
in Glasgow City Council. 




Eight courts were 
closed by the one-day 
action, as well as the fines 
and clerk's office near the 
Saltmarket. 



Glasgow District Court 
deals with a range of 
offences, including 
breach of the peace, 
assault and shoplifting - 
offences the Strathclyde 
Police Spotlight Initiative 
is cracking down on. 

Under Scots law, an 
accused must be brought 
to court within strict time 
limits. 

If this is not adhered to 
the case must be dropped. 
FIRST PERSON: Page 8 



GLASGOW DISTRICT 
COURTS AND OFFICES w ill be 



CLOSED 
THURSDAY 



FOR ONE DAY ON 
6THMAK«: 




FOUR protesters, 
including a council- 
lor's wife, wen 



angry scenes as 



met in Paisley to 



They included 
Caroline Martin, wife of 
SNP councillor Bill 
Martin. 

Refused 

Another protester 
who was handcuffed 
and led out of the civic 
centre was Dave 
Paterson, a volunteer 
worker at the Cherry 
Centre in Renfrew. 

He had refused to 
give his name and 
address to police, who 
had been called to the 
council chamber by 
ley Allison. 



Ho 



; had 



tee opposed 
cuts repeatedly inter 
rupted councillors by 
shouting demands not 
to slash services. 

Police were called 
before the meeting 
started when nine cam- 
paigners occupied seats 
for councillors and 
refused to move. 



They were escorted to 
empty seats in the pub- 
lic gallery. 

But police had to be 
called again when pro- 
testers repeatedly inter- 
rupted council leader 
Hugh Henry as he tried 
to make a speech. 

The meeting was 
adjourned until police 
cleared the public 
gallery and was delayed 
even further when the 
Provost was forced to 
give a statement to 
police officers. 

The stormy scenes 
erupted as the ruling 
Labour administration 
tried to push through 
budget cuts of up to 
£10million, which 
includes a six per cent 
Council Tax rise. 




CLOUDY WITH HEAVY RAIN 



TONIGHT: Cloudy with rain, heavy at times 
over high ground. Minimum temperature 
3C (37F)- Winds strong to gale force. 
TOMORROW: Cloudy and wet, however 



11C (52F). Fresh southwesterly winds. 

OUTLOOK FOR SATURDAY: Sunny inetvals 

and scattered showers. 

ENGLAND TOMORROW:Cloudy with rain at 

times. Mild with fresh winds. 

HIGH TIDE AT GREENOCK: 10.28pm. 
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Branson's 
tough task 

RICHARD Branson today 
launched his new West 
Coast Main Line rail ser- 
vice with typical Virgin 
verve - and a train that 
left bang on time. 

As champagne corks 
popped and cameras 
flashed, the Virgin chief 
waved away a gleaming 
Class 90 loco at London's 
Euston Station. 

Sporting the familiar 
red and white Virgin 
colours, the loco bore the 
name Mission: Impossi- 
ble. 

Mr Branson said: 
"We've chosen the name 
as we face a tough task, 
but we know we can do 
it." 

The name was unveiled 
at Euston by Transport 
Secretary Sir George 
Young. 

'Risk' plea 
fop nurses 

THE lawyer acting for 
two British nurses 
accused of murder in 
Saudi Arabia today 
launched a 'high-risk' 
appeal. 

Lucille McLauchlan 
(31) from Dundee, and 
Deborah Parry (41) from 
Hampshire, face 
execution if found guilty 
of killing fellow nurse, 
Australian Yvonne 
Gilford. 

But defence lawyer, 
Salah Al-Hejailan wants 
the dead woman's 
brother Frank to waive 
his rights under Saudi 
law to press for the death 
penalty if the women are 
convicted. 

Stephen Jakobi, of the 
legal pressure group Fair 
Trials Abroad, described 
the move as a high-risk 
strategy. 



COUNCILLORS BACK DOWN AS WORKERS WALK OUT 




th breakfast. Picture: JOHN McCARROLL 



WE WON! CROSS 
STAFF P/CMT LINE 



Specification includes 
* 5 Speed gearbox 

■ ABS ■ Power steering 

■ Electric windows 

■ Driver's airbag 

■ Choice of colours 




Take advantage of the huge buying power of Reg Vardy and you could be 
driving away the latest model from Vauxhall, a 1 996 N Vectra 1 .8 LSi 1 6v. 
With a cash price from only £9995 you can save upto £4750 

against the cost when new. 



Reg \^rdy 



SPRINGBURN ROAD, GLASGOW. TELEPHONE 0141 557 2222 



By JOHN KERR 
and VIC RODRICK 
GLASGOW'S budget 
meeting was in dis- 
array today as coun- 
cillors refused to 
cross a picket line. 

The council has 
only 24 hours left in 
which it can legally 
set a budget. 

But councillors arriv- 
ing for today's meeting 
faced an angry picket line 
of UNISON members who 
had walked out in support 
of the Scottish Alliance 
Group barricaded inside 
the City Chambers. 

Among those who 
refused to cross the pick- 
et line was former Lord 
Provost Susan Baird. 

She arrived at George 
Square in time to hear an 
announcement from the 
balcony of the Chambers 
that the group had elect- 
ed militant councillor 
Tommy Sheridan as the 




ed not to go into the 
bunding. I cannot see the 
budget meeting now 
going ahead. 

"It will depend on how 
many councillors decide 
to break the picket line." 



Hie 



DEFIANT... protesters at the City Chambers 



'Lord Provost' and Pat 
Lally had been ousted. 

And the protesters 
also said that a "meet- 
ing" would be held when 
they would set a budget. 



Councillor Baird said 
today: "I feel sorry that 
the budget meeting has 
been put in jeopardy. 

"It is against my prin- 
ciples to cross a picket 
line and I support the 
people's feelings. 



"But I will try to get 
into the building because 
the budget meeting must 
go ahead." 

One of those who 
broke the picket line was 
council treasurer Eamon 
Fitzgerald, convener of 
the finance committee. 

Councillor John Gray, 
vice convener of the 
social work committee, 
tried to cross it but after 
a noisy confrontation he 
walked away. 

He said: "I have decid- 



Ba 

McCafferty met an even 
angrier response 
Tempers flared when he 
argued with pickets. 

Turning away, he said: 
"This picketing is out of 
order, totally outrageous. 
It has been arranged 
without proper notice. 

"Tomorrow is the last 
day Glasgow can legally 
set a budget. 

"I will not cross the 
picket line, however, and 
I think it will be impossi- 
ble for the budget meet- 
ing to go ahead." 

As the crowd outside 
the City Cha 
soared to almost 1000, 
police had to divert traf- 
fic away from the area. 



TIME TO PROBE THE LOST JOBS 



GLASGOW'S a loser when it 
comes to attracting jobs, accord- 
ing to shock research. 

But a national consultancy 
which published today's gloomy 
report is set to find out why. 

Then it will be up to public and 
private sector agencies to find 
urgent ways of reversing the trend. 

The document, by London-based 
consultancy Business Strategies, 
says the city has notched up one of 



the most disappointing job cre- 
ation performances in the UK. 

Between 1981 and 1993 Glasgow 
and its suburbs lost a staggering 
65,600 jobs - far more than expect- 
ed through the decline of heavy 
industries. 

In fact, the fall puts the city in 
the bottom five of a league table of 
50 British locations. 

Director Richard Holt said they 
were now mounting a major study 
in a bid to shed light on why some 



cities had performed so well, 
while others had fared so badly. 

He said: "We have devoted some 
time to assessing the problem and 
we will be spending the next six 
months looking for answers. 

"Looking at the industries 
which Glasgow had, we'd have 
expected employment to RISE by 
about 8000. 

"The figures we have researched 
suggest there is a rather large 
problem there to be explained." 



e 4 EVENING TIMES Friday, March 14, 1997 



90 firms in 
get-together 
for push in 



A BIG push is on to 
relaunch parts of Lanark- 
shire as a powerful com- 
mercial centre. 

Rutherglen and Cam- 
buslang businesses want to 
be identified as key places 
where commerce can start 
afresh or invest in existing 
businesses. 

Firms in the area say 
they have been overlooked, 
and now more than 90 com- 
panies are lining up to par- 
ticipate in the Business 
Forum for the area. 

It's been launched by the 
Cambuslang Project in con- 
junction with the 
Lanarkshire Development 
Agency and South 
Lanarkshire Council. 

Project manager, 
Margaret Donaldson, said: 
"The aim of the Forum is to 
provide an opportunity for 
local businesses to talk to 
each other within the wide j 
range of companies which 
operate in this area, and 
hopefully a degree of inter- 
trading will emerge as a 
result. 

"Companies ranging 
from Polywarm Products 
and Kilbride Industrial 
Services through to local I 
accountants and lawyers, I 
assemblers and packagers I 
are also sending represen- I 
tatives." 

Speakers at the event, I 
which begins at 5.30pm in I 
the Burnside Hotel, include I 
Terry Currie, the LDA's I 
business director, and I 
Councillor James Daisley, I 
of South Lanarkshire I 
Council. 

Local MP Tommy I 
McAvoy will also be there. I 




Masts a 
danger' 



A TOP teaching union 
is out to pull the plug on 
mobile phones. 

The Scottish Second- 
ary Teachers' Assoc- 
iation wants a ban on 
cell phone microwave 
masts at schools. 

The move has been 
triggered by a plan to 
site the transceivers at 
Madras College in St 
Andrews. The micro- 
wave transmitters have 
been linked to child- 
hood cancers. 



SPECIAL OFFER 
1/ PRICE 
/2 GAS FIRES 



OPEN 7 DAYS 



COSY FLAMES 

26 BROADCROFT 
KIRKINTILLOCH 
TEL: 0141-777 7388 



CASTLETOli PRIMARY 

40TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION! 

OPEN DAY 
on Tuesday, March 25th 

9.30am to 3.30pm and 
evening 7pm to 9pm. 
All parents, pupils and 
friends, past and present, 
are most welcome to join 
us. For Details Telephone: 

0141 634 6913 



HOW THE GLASGOW BUDGET C 



M 



By FIONA MONTGOMERY 

ARGARET Kennedy is one of the 
(real people behind the facts and 
of Glasgow's massive 



She has been a sheltered warden for 16 years 
and not only loses her job at the end of the 
month. Her home is also being taken from her 

But Margaret (57), who works at Clifford 
Gardens Housing complex in Ibrox, is more con- 
cerned about the vulnerable elderly residents 
than her own plight. 

"The tenants here are heartbroken and I really 
worry about what will happen," she said. 

She had been offered redeployment but felt it 
was inappropriate at her age. Now she has applied 
for a council house and the Govan housing office 
has her as a priority 



"I am worried that I 
won't get a house before 
March 31 and that then 
I'll basically be a squat- 
ter," she said. 

"At the end of your 
\ working days that is 
not a nice feeling. " 

After almost a year of 
campaigning and turn- 
ing out on numerous 
demonstrations, 
Margaret is resigned to 
the fact that her union 
Unison has lost the bat- 
tle to save what all 35 
wardens see as a vital 
service. 

"I feel very, very sad 
about it," she explained. 

"If there was going to 
be something in our 
place that was better it 
wouldn't be so bad." 





1 




SHE added: "But 
when you are leav- 



I people behind it feels 
I very hurtful." 

I Wardens around the 
I city are being replaced 
I with a 24-hour alarm 
I system which they fear 
I will not only increase 
I the risk of a terrible 
I accident but will mean 
I some dependent old folk 
I will need to go into a 
I home. 

I Margaret added: 
I "One lady here is inca- 
I pable of looking after 
I herself. What will hap- 
I pen to her? 

I "I don't understand 
I why people don't realise 
I this is one of the cheap- 
est forms of looking 
after the elderly and a 
way of helping to keep 
people in their homes." 

And she stressed that 
many residents have 
spoken out against the 
cuts, 

[ "The singer Moira 
Kerr's father David, 
who is in his 90s, lives 
here," she said. 

"He is very upset 
when I talk about the 
fact I am leaving. 

"He walked on the 
Jarrow March and has 
been a Labour support- 
er all his days. 

"He says he won't 
vote for them again." 



Warden's fears 
for future of he 
elderly charge! 




CUTS " Wii v-re' education MITCHELL LIBRARY ... news that opening hours are to be res 



Everyone 
is set 
to suffer 



THE devastating cuts made across 
iie. 

At Monday's crisis budget meeting. 

■ 

from planning to arts and culture, from 

. ■. . 

loss of services as well an their jobs. 
Martin Doran, regional organiser of 

and 3000 people will lose their jobs. 



vices that are being targeted. 

■ 

empire and turns the sword son 
else in the authority." 

Support 
The jobs of 247 primary a 
■ 

nitj education and support staff 

and museum?. 
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AS GLASGOW'S JOB LOSSES 



nm *NEGLECTED 

SITE OF THE 

ARDEN FESTIVAL 

POINTS A 
FINGER OF 

SHAME.. 9 





IT ALL looked so rosy in 
the 1980s. After years 
of decline, Glasgow 
seemed to have found a 
new role which would 
restore the employ- 



Til 
iilSi 



We had the Miles Better 
campaign and the Garden 
Festival to give us back our 
pride and confidence. And, 
in 1990, Europe hon- 
^> oured us with the title 
x, City of Culture. 
f Sadly, it seems that was 
the high point. Now Glasgow 
is again in deep trouble. 

Look at the facts. The city 
lost more than 50,000 jobs 
between 1982 and 1994. 
Yet the city has no special 
aid status, no Enterprise 
Zone, and every inward 
investment which finds its 
way to Scotland lands - by 
market forces, of course - just 
outside city boundaries. 
The Government doesn't 
\ care. That's why its appoint- 
/ ed Glasgow Development 
„,mmHr,^ A S enc y can 't highlight a sin- 

* ^llt gle fla S sni P Project it has 
l|| generated in its six years, 
ji The Government has 

Jffl starved the GDA of the cash 
W and powers Glasgow needs to 
f w tackle its economic problems. 
- ; >5t The neglected Garden 

* s^Jff Festival site points a finger of 
shame at the Scottish Office. 

llpr And the city council is being 
1^ strangled to death. This year, the 
Government is demanding cuts of 
£80.7million - 4000 jobs. 

And the cuts will damage the 
very things which attract visitors 
and their spending. Museums will 



BY MICHAEL KELLY 



be shut, roads neglected and the 
shopping streets left dirty. These 
services are at the heart of the city's 
new role as a visitor destination. 

pLASGOW'S health is vital to 
UScotland's wellbeing. Cities 
have a special place in making 
any economy work. 

They have the concentration of 
people and cash to support theatres, 
restaurants and top hotels. 



They can pull in international 
events in a way towns can't. Would 
the World Badminton Champion- 
ships have gone to Kirkcaldy or 
Rotary International to Irvine? 

Glasgow needs large invest- 
ments - which would produce huge 
returns. Glasgow's boundaries 
need to include the whole of the 
travel-to-work area to allow better 
planning and co-ordination. And 
we need some respect for the pow- 
ers of the city council. 



For the city to get priority help, I 
advocate a Minister for Glasgow - a 
Cities Minister whose brief would 
cover Aberdeen, Edinburgh and 
Dundee, too - to direct resources. 

When Glasgow was at the peak 
of its Victorian wealth, it was run 
by a powerful corporation full of 
civic-minded men. 

Putting power back into the 
hands of Glaswegians to carry out 
the strategies and invest the funds 
would kick-start the city's revival. 



1 992 JOBS TOTAL 1 997 JOBS TOTAL OVERALL LOSS 
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WORTHY 

GLASGOW'S problems are so urgent that a 
Minister to deal with cities should be appoint- 



But the track record of current Scottish Office 

^ Ministers is so bad that 

Wmt HI none could be trusted. 

So I'd hand the job to 
Allan Stewart, who 
understands industry. 

And if Labour wins the 
General Election, I'd go 



ALLAN STEWART 



PIYIENT AGENCY IS IN THE LINE UP F 
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DESERTED AND 
BARREN ... the 
site of the once 
magnificent gar- 



fright) has been 



be the jewel in 
Glasgow's 
crown 




OF THE JOB 

Glasgow's ills and the She has fought for 
weaknesses of the GDA, Glasgow for over 20 years 
and she understood the 



bold strategy to breathe 
life back into the city. 

But when the proposed 
Scottish Parliament is 



to the city of 
Strathclyde Region and so 
can work with the sur- 




JOHN McFALL 



Most importantly, she has 



sibility for Glasgow 
would pass to it. 

Then there could be 
only one candidate for 
the post - Councillor deprivation 



who hates the waste of 



MICHAEL KELLY 




JEAN McFADDEN 



Gulliver's 
troubles 

'The anti 
Glasgow 
bias is a 
reality 



By ViC RODRICK 
GLASGOW Development Agency boss Stuart Gulliver 
is a man on the defensive. 

His track record in fighting for jobs for the city is 
under constant attack. 

Some of the jibes hurt, like Govan MP Ian 
Davidson's new interpretation of the GDA's initials - 
Glasgow Disappointment Agency. 

But Gulliver is quietly confident that the behind-the- 
scenes battle he is fighting is succeeding in dragging 
Glasgow out of the economic mire. 

He points to the city's successes - like having the 
highest birth-rate for 
new companies of any 
other location in 
Scotland and the fact 
Glasgow tops the Local 
Enterprise Company 
league for business com- 
petitiveness. 

But he recognises 
that much more has 
still to be done. 

For example, the eye- 
sore Garden Festival 
site has become the 
city's biggest white 
elephant. And it's taken 
five years for the Agency 
to bring a multi-million 
pound initiative to a 
few of Glasgow's de- 
relict industrial sites, 
like the High Street pro- 




ject, 



a line. 



Passionate 

The GDA chief execu- 
tive has blamed slow 
progress on the "anti- 
Glasgow bias, which is a 
reality at all levels of 
Scottish society". 

He won't admit it, but 
it's obvious that being a 
full-time government 
official and holding pas- 
sionate views which 
don't fit in with your 
paymasters' opinions 
make for an uncomfort- 
able situation. 

So, is he the man 
fighting to bring jobs 
and prosperity to 
Glasgow or not? The 
answer is yes. But the 
fight is taking place 
behind closed doors. 

When the Scottish 
Development Agency 



HIGH STREET WASTE ... Stuart Gu 



was abolished, Glasgow 
lost around £60m a year 
- money now shared 
between all 13 Local 
Enterprise Companies. 

Gulliver argues 
Glasgow needs more 
money. 

He said: "If Scotland 
is to be competitive in 
the next century it will 
need to be a successful 
'Big' city, not a mid- 
dleweight or cruiser- 
weight but something 
serious in the heavy- 
weight division." 

He reckons Glasgow 
will become one of 
Britain's economic "hot- 




illipilisi 



spots' - the places where 
people want to live, 
work and play. 

But the city needs 
massive investment 
not only in environ- 
mental improvements 
but also in training for 
a workforce forced to 
lie idle. 



He added: "The 
effective operating 
area of the Glasgow 
economy is not just 
the political boundary 
- we're talking an area 
of 1.3 million people, 
including Clydebank, 
Bearsden, Milngavie 



"What we must try to 
do is balance our levels 
of investment between 
the growth machine and 
excluded communities. 

"There's this pre- 
sumption in the 
Enterprise network 
that Scotland is a flat, 
featureless plain and as 
long as it happens in 
Scotland pic that's 
good. 

"But there are some 
bumps on that plain 
that have more needs 
than other parts, and 
Glasgow is one of those 
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By VIC RODRICK 

CASH-STRAPPED Glasgow is being 
drained of its lifeblood. The city 
loses the equivalent of a 
Ravenscraig workforce -EVERY YEAB 

That's a staggering 50,000 job losses 
between 1982 and 1994. 

No Mean City has become No Means City. 

Yet ffieTENS OF MILLIONS of pounds needed 
to help halt the slide to disaster is being withheld 

The Government - and the Scottish Office in 
particular has turned off the fundmg tap, leav- 
fSow to slip deeper into poverty and 

^McS business leaders are .united m their 
behef that there is a crippling bias agamst the 
cny For money which they believe should be 
rarriine to Glasgow is going elsewhere 
w^hVutTTory MP within the city boundary, 

ine cash to the Conservative heartlands 

And that spells disaster for the hundreds of 
viM PrSts aWed at creating jobs and prosper- 

^eSoFinvestment covers every aspect of 
city hfe - from building motorways andprepar- 
tag factory sites, to runmng schools, community 



Scottish Of — 
ear to all Glasgow's pleas for special treatment. 

Urgent action is needed NOW to stop the city 
from dying a slow death. 

The Save Our City campaign launched today 
by the Evening Times aims to reverse the city's 
ailing fortunes - and help grab the resources 
needed to make Scotland's biggest city the eco- 
nomic powerhouse of the future. 

The cuts are biting in every area of city Me. 
Industry, health, transport, housing and commu- 
nity projects have all been hit. 
JlkThe City council was one of the biggest 
Wlosers in the April shake-up of local authori- 
ties Millions of pounds of Strathclyde Regional 
Council cash for urban areas has now been 
diverted elsewhere. . 

City Council leaders are having to slash 
£80 7million worth of jobs and services this year 
- on top of last year's swingeing cuts. Last April, 
council tax rises of up to 30 per cent were avert- 
ed only when Scots Secretary Michael Forsyth 
came up with a surprise 11th hour cash injection. 

Despite Glasgow's position as Scotland s pre- 
mier city, the Scottish Office, which controls 85 
per cent of council funding, recently diverted 
: much-needed Urban Aid cash to such unlikely 
i needy areas as Stirling, Ayrshire and Angus. 
But Glasgow's financial crisis does not just hit 
council spending. Government agencies have 
had their purse strings tightened by Ministers in 
a mad dash to finance election-winning tax cuts. 

•Glasgow Development Agency has been the 
biggest net loser of funding. Its youth train- 
ing budget has dropped by a staggering 44 per 
cent in the last five years to just £10m. 
And spending on adult training is down 
almost a quarter - even 
| though the city has the 
highest percentage of 
I long-term jobless in the 
I country. 

No other local enter- 
I prise company in 
1 Scotland has seen its 
| share of Government 
1 cash shrink faster. 

3 Greater Glasgow 
Health Board has 
I lost £70m over the past 
1 decade and is due to lose 
i further £14m by the 
I year 2001 - even though 
I the city has the poorest 
I health record in Britain 
"~ MICHAEL 311(1 some of the ^^est 

FORSYTH 



Mil! 



BLEEDIN 



death rates from heart dis- 
ease and cancer in the 
Western world. 

•Scottish Homes' 
Glasgow budget has 
slumped by nine per cent 
- from almost 40 per cent 
of the money available six 
years ago to less than 30 
per cent today, causing a 
virtual freeze on projects. 

Housing Associations 
say there's been a "dra- 
matic drop" in public 
investment which will 
result in less private cash 
being spent. 

J^The Scottish Office 
^Phas slashed Urban 
Aid funding. Glasgow gets 
just 30 per cent of the cash 
available for social prob- 
lems even though the city 
has 50 per cent of 
Scotland's poorest areas. 

•Strathclyde 
Passenger Transport 
Authority is down £4.5m 
this year because cash- 
strapped member coun- 
cils can't spare any cash - 
and the picture is even 
bleaker for next year. 
SPTA has also lost £2m 



GLASGOW'S SHARE OF PROBLEMS 

4" . - - - > * - ' " " 

"officially" living in poverty 
■19.3 per cent of the male 

■17.2 per cent unemployment 

■13.6 per cent average jobless 

1 



■ J79.5 per cent of its council 
I tenants on Housing Benefit 
1 B62 per cent of its youngsters 
[receiving clothing grants 

Ih57 per cent of jobless out of 
I work for over six months 
Ia47.9 per cent of children 
1 qualify for free school meals 



national competi 
Faced with 
declining passe 
ures, Glasgow 
boss Vernon Mu 
demanded an uri 
to the "missing 
motorway in a b 
a shift of bus 
Edinburgh Airp< 
His call is b 
Glasgow Chai 



Com 



in European Union 
grants due to rail privati- 
sation. And it's been 
refused the financial pow- 
ers of its English counter- 
parts. 

•The GDA is at a dis- 
tinct disadvantage - 
it gets just over 13 per 
cent of the money doled 
out by Scottish Enterprise 
National, compared to the 
31 per cent share of 
Scottish Homes' budget 
which comes to the city. 

Quango-watchers reck- 
on Scottish Enterprise 
National has virtually 



washed its hands of the 
city, with officials private- 
ly blaming GDA for not 
being ambitious enough 
with business plans. 

But GDA chief execu- 
tive Stuart Gulliver 
blames the "anti-Glasgow 
bias" which he says oper- 
ates at all levels of society. 



Scotland who 
traffic gridlock i 
- the busiest i 
urban motor 
Europe - 



city's 
a halt. 



Potential sites for indus- 
try in the city are lying 
derelict while the 
Government's Locate In 
Scotland arm directs major 
inward investment pro- 



jects to greenfield sites in 
incentive-rich Enterprise 
Zones like Lanarkshire 
and Inverclyde. 

Transport is suffering 
too, with SPTA complain- „ _, 

ing about major public ■M ,m ~™ 
transport schemes in ■■backing I 
Glasgow being "systemat- 
ically thwarted" by the 
Scottish Office while 
scarce "challenge fund- 
ing" goes to projects in the 
Edinburgh constituency 
of Tory Minister Lord 
James Douglas-Hamilton. 

There has also been an 
impact on Glasgow's inter- 





WILL AFFECT THE LIVES OF THOUSANDS IN OUR CITY 




STANDING GUARD ... this alert policewoman takes care of the 
council building's main entrance. Picture: JEFF SMITH 



COPS OUT 

IN FORCE 
TO CURB 

PROTESTS 




TEMPLE SWIMMING POOL ... faces closure despite special facilities 



Libraries, including the Mitchell, 
have bad their hours cut and most are 
now only open from nam to 7pm. 

Libraries at Darnley, Mosspark, 
Yoker Youth Library, Barlanark and 
Springboig will be closed and 19 work- 



v branch see- 
in, feared the 
eums depart- 



with the loss of sports development 
: : <■"■'•■'■' 
Temple Swimming Pool, which was 
specially adapted for disabled groups, 
and Govan Fun Pool will also close, as 
falK 

flifl 

The news that 26 public toilets, 
across the city will close has also 
caused fury, and 40 cleansing jobs will 

Up to 500 home helps, sheltered 
housing wardens, social workers, com- 
inanity workers and support staff will 
also go from social work. 



By LORRAINE HERBISON 

POLICE have thrown a ring of steel around 
the Glasgow City Chambers. 

Council chiefs asked for security around the 
sprawling George Square building to be stepped 
up in the wake of Monday's mass demo against 
council cuts. 

And tempers flared again yesterday afternoon before 
a meeting of the education committee. 

Officers who had been standing guard at the build- 
ing's entrances since 
early morning were con- 
fronted by about 60 pro- 
testers from voluntary 
education groups and 
playgroups waving ban- 
ners and demanding 

aCCPSS to thp moptmo 

Storm 

A council spokesperson 
confirmed they had made 
an official request for an 
increased police presence 
because of fears that pro- 
testers might again try to 
storm the building. 

He added: "The future of 
the three schools who 
went for opt-out status last 
year, Levern, Queenslie 
and St Bonaventure, was 
to be discussed. 

"These were schools 
which were on our list of 
closures last year. 

"We thought there 
might be more demos." 

Militant councillor 
Tommy Sheridan, who 
was at the centre of 
Monday's protests, 
warned that councillors 
need protection. 

He said: "Councillors 
will probably require 
security from now until 
the next election because 
the budget they have 
implemented is a literal 
disaster for thousands of 
ordinary Glaswegians. 
People will want to vent 
their anger at every possi- 
ble opportunity." 



A meeting of Camphill, 
Shawlands and Strath- 
bungo Community 
Council, attended by 
councillors Bob Gould 
and Mohammed Sarwar to 
discuss council cuts, was 
cancelled amid fears it 
would be hit by protests. 

Chairman Ian Caddell 
decided to cancel for safe- 
ty reasons on the advice of 
the police. 

Lord Provost Pat Lally 
has also written to the 
Chief Constable John On- 
asking for a meeting to 
discuss the police's han- 
dling of Monday's mob. 



Troubled 
HQ turns 
fortress 
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Trader gets 
£1000 fine 
for selling 
fake goods 

A MARKET trader who 
offered fake sports shirts 
and counterfeit cassette 
tapes for sale on his stall at 
a busy street market, has 
been fined a total of £1000. 

Samuel McVie (40) of 104 
Catherine Drive, Galston, 
was caught by Trading 
Standards officers who 
raided the Sunday Market 
in Paisley's Wallneuk 
Road on June 9 last year. 

Pounced 

They seized 229 audio 
cassette tapes and 222 
items of fake clothing. 

Paisley Sheriff Court 
heard how the investiga- 
tors pounced as McVie 
began to set up his pitch. 

Depute Fiscal John 
Robertson said he had cop- 
erated with the officers 
and told , them: "I'll make 
things easy." 

The fiscal said the coun- 
terfeit tapes could be run 
off for around 50p apiece 
and were sold much cheap- 
er than the real thing as no 
royalties were paid to the 
artistes. 

Thirty two sweaters, 56 
tee shirts and 134 pairs of 
socks all bearing well- 
known trade marks such 
as Nike were also on dis- 
play. 

Imposing a £500 fine on 
each of two charges, which 
McVie admitted, Sheriff 
Ronald Smith said: "The 
potential profit you could 
have made was quite sub- 
stantial." 



Cleanup 
at braes 



THE Cathkin Braes are 
to get a spring clean. 

Rangers from the 
country park and mem- 
bers of the Castlemilk 
Jeely Piece Club will be 
out in force at 1pm on 
Sunday. 

An area between the 
20-storey blocks and the 
park has become a litter 
dumping ground. 

Now the parks 
department is out to 
beat the litterbugs. 



ON PATROL ... a cop 
posted at city HQ 



DON'T 
MISS 
MICHAEL 
KELLY 
ON THE 
DEMOS 



Start right now ... 




Evening Classes from April 1997 



Prepare for summer holidays with a six-week 
Tourist Language class in Arabic, French, 
German, Greek, Italian, Polish or Spanish. 
Other courses on offer include: Psychology, Painting, 
Return to Study, Alexander Technique, Computing, 
Internet, Self-Hypnosis, Counselling, Philosophy. 
Classes commence week beginning 14th April 1997 



Name: 
Addres: 



For further details please return this slip to: 
Continuing Education Centre, University of Stralhclydc, 
Graham Hills Building, 40 George St, Glasgow Gl 1QE 
Tel: (0141)553 4147.(24 Hours) 



